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: SE 
CONCERNING THE 


LAWFVEL SVBIECT 
OF BAPTISM E. 


Therein are handled theſe Particulars ; 

The Baprizing of Infants\ confuced ; and the Grounds to 
prove the ſame anſwered. 

The Covenant God made with Abraham and his {ced hand- 
led, & how the {ame agrees with the Gentiles 8& their ſeed. 

The Baptilme adminiſtred by an Antichriſtian Power con- 

» fured;as no Ordinance of God and rhe Grounds to prove 

the ſame*2nſ{wered. 

IFeither Chirch, or Ordinance be wanting, where they are 
to be found, and how recovered. 


' The Covenant and not Baptiſme formes the Church, and 


the manner how, 
Theres no ſucceſſion under the Nevv Teſtament; but what 
is ſpiricually by faith in the Word of God. * 


With ſome other things examined, and bricfly diſcourſed, - 
: By me F. S. »; 


Gor iS all Nations, 'Baptizang them, Mar. 28. 1 9. 
He that beleeves, and 1s baptiz24, ſhall be ſaveds Mark. 16. 16. 
For by one Spirit are We all baptiz-d into one body, x Cor..12. 13. 
Prove all things, and hold faſt that which is good, 1 Ther 5.21, 
Lard God the ſtrength of my ſaluation, cover thou my head in the day of battell, 
Pſal. 140. 7, j | 
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ommn 
#pon them, in 4 reproachfull manner, with much reviling = deſpi ſing of them ; as I under 


certaine Reaſons and Arguments, gathered up againit them, Upon which occaſion the ſaid 
Reaſons and Arguments were ſent to me from beyond the Seas to be anſwered,and preſſed me 
with LetÞ:y after Letter to the ſame which at length I intended to doe.onely in 4 private way, 
untill ſom? here at hom? had publiſhed their evill affc tions in a reproactfull manner , caſting 
ſuch unſeemly aſper ſions upon the truth of God, and godly perſons for the truths ſake, to make 
- the ſams hatefull wa the eyes of all men, in what them li:th, And others alſo inreſemblance of 
the truth, going on 1 ſuch a confuſed Way, both in reſpett of corrupt doftrine, and as bad ox- 
der ;, by reaſon of which diſorder, the bleſſed name of God, and his holy truth are _—_ unto 
much ſuffiring, And thus the glory of G 0d,and the honour of the Goſpel of Feſins C ift,lying 
44 it Were at the ſtakezand his people grieving and ſuffering _ with the ſame. 1 thought 
in ſuch a caſe that 1 was bound in conſcience to come forth to the helpe of the Lord againſt the 
mizhticy and to free my ſelfe from the ſinne of withholding the truth in fear Sroeder ry and 
according to that abiliti: (rift bath given , to ſpeaks a word in the defence of his bleſſed 
truth, apainft'thoſe ungodly aſper ſions caFt upon the ſame, 
eAnd thus having ſhewed my courteous Reader the grounds forcing me to attempt ſo great 
a worke with (0 wakes meant, I truſt he will [pxringly conſider, rather then raſhly cenſure, 
as th: manner of too many is, eAnd to judge as he would be judged , remembering there ts a 
righteous tndge, br fore whom we muſt all appeare, and give account every one for himſelfe, 
a Rom-14.10. 12, 2 Cor.g.10, The ſubptt controverted in the following Treatiſe, ont 
part of it'us about Infants Baptiſme, And Wwheras T oppoſe the ſame as a2 unwritten tradition, 
yet I would not be under ſtood that 1 oppoſe Infants, in reſpett of exther their perſons, or age, 
or ſalvation it ſelfe, between God and them inviſibly, but honour them With all naturall re= 
ſpetts, deſiring their ſafety and well-being here, and glory hereafter ;, but what their eſtate 14 
in reſpett of grace, that I doe not know, but as the ſame appeares byſome eFe(t of faith; nn= 
rill which time, as I condemne none, no more dave I juſtific all, tut leave them all unto the 
good pleaſure of God, that onely knows who are his, And this I beleeve, that God of his meere 
grace, before the world was, dideleFt and chooſe a number in Chriſt to ſalvation. All which 
foall uravoydably come to glory, as Epheſ, 1. Rom.8.30, But who theſe be,that I doe x2 
know,unrill God veveales the'ſame by ſome effi of his-prace appearing ju them. And atl that 


I imtend by oppoſing Infants Baptiſme,i« but oxely to forbeare a while and waite upon God in 


* the aſe of mean-s untill faith appraves ts meet with God in his holy Ordinance,\vithout which 
the ſame is voyd and of no effe . but prophaned, God provoked, and the party indvangered, 
Friend, how -cameſt thou in hither, not having a wedding garment, takehim, &c. 
Mar. 22, 12 130/414 alfo that Bapriſmradainifived in an wichriſtion (hwrch,and 
the ſame power is #0 ordinance of God;ſothdt all ſuch ſo baptized,are to ſubwit.to:che Lar 


A 43*. 
- 2. » C2. = HS&AL þ $7<I0N Coda 


bold ttempe, 


fo 


techumg: 


ordinance of Baptiſme, whenſvever God oalls them to beleeve and receive the Goſpel, «And- 


. 4 ,” 


& t.. "BY 5 by te © me Rear E ; 
yet not holding any rebaptizing y for he that is once baptized with the Loyds a __s 
he necds no more, Nor yet a new way of baptizing, as ſome to pleaſe themſelves ſo callit 
but onely that goodold way, which Johmithe Baptiſt, (Chriſt and his Apoſtles walked in be. 
fore ws, and lift the ſame as.a Rale under command in the holy Seri prures, for ſuch as will be 
followers of them to walke by, .. | 
end 45 it 55 recorded by the holy Ghoſt in the Scriptures of God, even ſoit is the juage- 
ment of the mot and beſt learned in the Land, (0 farre as I have ſeene, or cancome b y any of 
their writings. eAs in all the common Diftionaries, which With one joynt conſent affirms, 
that the word Baptiſme or Bapti.0, being the originall word, ſignifics ro dipp, waſh, or to 
plunge one intothe water; though ſome pleaſe ro mock and deride by calling it anew found 


- 


Yet truth 74), and what they pleaſe, Indeed it is a new fonnd truth, mn oppoſition to an old growne er 
was before 70#7 ;, and ſo it is a new thing toſuch, as the Apoſtles Dottrine was to the Athenians, A#. 


error, 


Col.z 20, will. worſhip, after the commandements and dottrines of men, the which Chriſt teſtifies a- 


b4 4 
Marty. ” and more bitter agaiuſt ſuch that doe oppoſe their traditions, then ever they were, 


Rom, x 4. holy order in the ſame, For which thing God fell out with his ancient people the ferves , and 


Plal. 2, 
Euck. b4 $8. 
Rey. 20, 


8,9. 


Rev. 9. 
J3--IT. 
Rey. 13 2.4. 
Rey. 13, 


bs 


Rev. 17. affirme but the holy & heawcnly order of the Goſpell .and the tru- Sul j-ts thrreof.The Gen. 
8 351 47s tiles (rwri fie (friſt in his myſiicall body ,which 45 more then to ſlay himin kis humage body. 
cy 11,23. . 


oma n | p » once expired, God will have as ſtritt account d the Gentiles, as ever he tookz of the Jewes, 


Rev. it. 3. Which day ſtall be as blatke and darke over the Gentiles, As ever ir hath been to the Jeweg, 
Luk.21.24 eAnd more in that their finne hath been greater againſt grace, Chriſt, and his members, ty F 
Roml1. ,, any degree r-then ever the fewes were, eAnd therefore woe woe unto the Gentiles, becayſe 
20, 21,3* the day of their account draws neere, Therefore god Chriſtian Reader, be well adviſed, ard 


' gerous. a thing it 4s to oppoſe Kings ; but Chriſt.is the King of Kings ; therefore kifſe the. 


17. 19. But this being no part of the following Diſcourſe, I ſhall leave it, and turne ſuch ſo 
mocking over to conſider of theſe Scriptures, Ia. 28. 22. Pro. 17.5.I16k.57.4. AR, 17, 
32. Heb. 21. 36.Jude 18. & Gen, 21. 9. with Gal. 4. 29. and 1 doubt not bitt the wiſe 
hearted Reader will t; y ana examine things of ſo high a nature by the Word of God, and not 
to build upon darke unſound conſequences, and falſe inferences, and lay by the plaine teſtims- 
ny of Scripture, that muſt decide all doubts ava controverſies in matters of Religion, x 
For ſure I am, there is wether command, nor example in all the New Teſtament , for any | 
fach prattiſe, as I know, and whatſoever is done in the worſhip of God, or obedience to Criſt, | 
withont bis command, or apparant example approved of by ( hri#t, is of man, as a voluntary | 


ainſt as a vazne thing.T his way the Gentiles are more forward in,then ever the Pewes mere, 


eAnd thrrefore [ beſeech thee, Good Reader, beware of oppoſing the Goſpell, and Chriſt s 


threatens to make the Gentiles drinke of the ſame cup, if they oppoſe the power and authoritie 
of tis Sonne Jeſus Chriſt, as they did: ana doe not the Gentile) this ? Tea, and much more 
then ever the Fewes did. | | | | 
T he Gertiles are ſet forth in Scripture t2 be the greateſt enemics that Chrift and his Go-., 
fell hath in the world, for they rage, and bend up their forces againſt ( hriſt and kis people : 
an1 the Gentiles they compaſſe the Campe of the Yaints to d:voure them, Of them is the bog 
tomleſſe pit, out of which come the Locuſts with 4 King over them : and of them is the bloud.. 
die Dragon that ſtands againſt the Church, to ſuppreſſe and devour (hriſts holy order, and 
Government, and her ſubj:10n to the ſame.. Of the Gentiles ri/es that beaſtly State, with 
which the Kings of the earth jpyze their powers, againſt Chriſts Kingly pywer and Subj: fe, 
and they tread wnderfoote the holy Citie, Not theearthly (wie Jeruſalem, as ſome Weakly 


ing of God toWards the Gentiles : Which time being 


T here is a tims? (et for the long (uffer 


doe not take part with any that ſhall oppoſe C brifkin his. ſweet. and com:ly order among his 
Saints, and kingly Gavernuent over his Subjets, Wee ſer by apparant cxample , how dan. 


lealt he be angry, P/a/.2, 1 21 Joun Sp1LSBARYT, 
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| n ; 
TREATISE CONCERNING 
THE SVBIECT OF BAPTISME 


VVhercin is handlcd, aud alſo diſproved, Infants Baptiſme. 
The Covenant God made with Abraham, and his 


ſeed, Gen. 17. And how the ſame agrees with Belcevers, and 
t their ſeed, under the New Teſtament, with the Priviledges thercof, 


*The Baptiſme adminiſtred by a falſe Angichriſtian Power, 
no Ordinance of G © d, 


The orderly conſtitution of both Church and Ordinance. 
with many other things briefely handled, 


= Þ74 O k amore orderly proceeding in the following Diſcourſe, . 
/aQ I ballfirſt Jay downe the Arguments and ObjeQtions, and 
then give Anſwer to the ſame, And for ſome things in the 
beginning, I ſhall paſſe over brictely , they not much con-- 
cerning the point in hand. As the Sctiptures being a perfect 
ruic of all things,both for faich and order ; this I confeſle is 
atruth. And for the jult and true conſequence of Scripture, 
| E : I doe not deny; and the covenant of lite lying berween God 
FF | and Chriſt for all his El.&, 1 doe not oppolec : and that the 
outward profeſſion of the ſaid Covenant, h:ch differed under feverall Periods, I 
ſhallnot deny : and of the Scriptures ſpeaking of the difanulling and aboliſhing the 
old Covenant and making a new, is to be underſtood of the Period from Moſes to 
Chriſt,andnot of that from Abraham to Moſes. This alſo in part I confefſe,but nor 
the-whole ; becauſe that the aboliſhing of the old Covenant or Teſtament,reached 
unco all chat ourward forme of worſhip, under any cype or ſhadow , by which the 
people profeſſid rheir faith and obedie::cc to God, 

So that the aboljſhing of types and ſhadows, mult reach ſo farre as any types and 
ſhadows were, and that was unto Circumciſion it ſelfe : unro Abrahams Period;and. 
beyond 3 even to all thoſe ſacrifices in any part of the old Teſtament, wherein God 
reſtined his pleaſure unto his people in any darke and typicall way , or they their. 
faith and obedience to him by the ſame. 

, _Sothat the oppoſition the Ch holds forth between Covenant 8& Covenant, 
is between Teſtament and Tcſtament, with refercnce to the order and forme ot . 
\,, profcſlionthereot. Bur I leave this as little concerning the matter in hand,and come. 
cothart which follows. Andrhe firſt to any purpoſe 15 layd downe thus. 
That chiudren are capable of the Spirit of God,and of the grace of the Covenant, aud what= Oby; , 
ſoever men of y:ares are capable of, though not wrought in the ſame way. , and by the ſame 
A3 meanes, 


£ 


: Av. 


* Obj, 
Luk.1.15. 


er 


ob.31,18 


(2 wm kth el 
meanes, yet the ſame thingt, and by the ſame Spirit, ſo farre 4s # neceſſary to union With 
Chriſt, and juſtification to life thereby : elſe children were not elefied, or raiſed up ag aine in 
thcig bodies, and be ſaved, nor yet the judgement we can have of men of yeares be infallible, 
but we may be miſtaken, as inthe caſe of S\mon Magus, and others in the like nature. 

In anſwer to thus, let it be in the fitſt place confidered, what may be here meant 
by children, becauſe the Scriptures ſpeake of children ina ſeycrall reſpec, 

If ſuch children as the Scriptures call ſo, through weakneſl> in the taith, as Mat. 
18,6, 1 Joh, 2,12,13.1-Cer.3.1, Heb. 5,13. 

Now if ſuch children as theſe, thew T conteſſe, that ſuch are capable of the Spirit 
of God, and ſo of the reſt, as aforcſaid. | 

But if by chi/dren be meant of infants, then we are to conſider what is meant by ca« 
pableneſſe of the Spirit , the grace of the (,ovenant, and the reſt, If capable of the Spi- 
tit, ſo as oppoſtd to the power of the Spirit to worke upon them, ſo isg tone as 
weltas a man, as ar. 3,9, 2 2 - 

Bur it capable ro comply with the Spirit, in hearing, receiving.and beleeving the 
Spirits teſtimony z and ſo Regencration, faith, and repentance, 8:c. Thus I ſhall 
deny, untill ſome proofe be produced from the Word of God fur the ſame, 

And to affirme this co be Gods way co brings perſons to thetaith, by working ſo 
upon them by his Spirit in their infancy, argues ſome 1gnorance of the true nature 
and wo:ke of grace, as the Goſpell holds it torth, 

And to be capable of the grace of the Covenant , which muſt be underſtood] of 
the promiſe containing the bleſſings and priviledges thereof, in the holy diſpenſatis 
ons of the ſame. 

We ſhall finde in the Scriptures of God, all the ſweer promiſes of Grace under 
the New Teſtament, holding forth therr bleſſings, and bleſſed privi'edges onely to 
ſuch as belecvc. And that tothe Ele& themſelves, as they are conſidered in Chrift, 
and appeare ſo by lome cfte&t of grace, declaring rheir taith, and they to be ſuch as 

d approves of in his Sonne, and ſoto have v1lible right to thF8ſepriviledges they 
are viſibly juſtified by, and poſſeſſed 1n, as ſuch that have a viſible right unto the 
_ Which can come ro us Gentilesno other way then by Chriſt, and taith in 

1s Name, | 

eAnd if any ſhall obje from the t-fE;mony of John the Bapriſt, rhat he ts ſaid to be filled 
With the holy Ghoſt from-h1s Motbe:rs wombe, exc, and hence conclude, that [Infants mey 
have faith, | 

To this I anſwer in a word ; firſt, what Infants may have is one thing, and what 
Infants can from this Scripture be proved to have 15 another. For if any thing from 
this Text can be proved for Infants, it will be, that they are filled with the holy 
Ghoſt trom the Muthers wombe, as 79h» 1s Laid to be, which is another thing then 
to beiceve; as Af.6 5, & 4 31. 

Secondly, All ſuch totettihed of by God, as he did of ob», I ſhall acknowledge 
as much as 1s here meant to be in him, ro be alſo in them fo reſtified of by the holy 
Ghoſt. Bur to atiirme, becauſe God fo reſtified of Fob» the Bapriſt in the wombe, 
therclore the ſame hojds true uponail other Infants ikewiſe. This is indeed weaker 
then infan: y {o to atfrme, and groffer rhen 1gnorancc for any to belceve, 7-6 is ſaid 
to be a G#i4e to the diſtreſſed from his Mothers wombe, Shall it be concluded thence, 
that he was a Gu:dero ſuch when he was an Infant : orifhe were ſo , mult it needs 
tollow, that all Intants are capable Guides, becaule it is ſaid ſo of him. 

And laltly ; Lam not againſt any thar have faith, bur abſolutcly for all that be- 


leeye 3 


(3) 
keyez whether Infants ot others; ſo that their faith appeares by ſuch cti-s as the 


Word of God approves of. Otherwiſe what have I ot any man to doe, tomeddic- 


with the ſecret and unrevealed things of God, either tojuſtifie or condemne. 

And whereas inthe former Propoſicon, there ſeemes a reſtraint made of the 
worke of grace in an Infant over there is in other perſons, by ſaying, only ſo farre 
46 14 neceſſary to union with Chrift, and juftificarion to life thereby, x 

Now for anſwer to this, we ſhall firſt confider what in this ſenſe is to be under- 
ſtood by Chriſt:and ſecondly,what by union ith Chrilt,ſo as :zob2 juſtified there- 
by. By Chriſt here,] underſtand him {o,as the Goſpel hols him torth in the work 
of mans Redemption.1n reference to his death 8& reſurrection ; and the onely righ- 
teouſneſſe that commends ſuch to Gad as beleeve in the ſame, And fo Chriſt thus 
conſidered, is the onely ſubjeRt of life to every ſoule that ſhall be united unto him 
by faith. To which union with Chriſt,theſe three things mult be minded, as efſen- 
tiall ro the ſame. 

Firſt, Gods revealing 8 tendering of Chriſt,as the alſufficient 8 onely way to life. 
acme A heart ficly diſpoſed by faith ro apprehend and recerys Chrilt (0 


tendered. R 
And laſtly, The Spirit of grace uniting and knitting of the heart and Chrilt toges - 


gether, as aforeſaid. 

And this I underſtand to be that eftcfuall and ſubſtantiall union with Chriſt, to 
juſtification of life, which the Word of God approves of ; that mult decide all dit-- 
ferences in matters of Religion. For juſtification to lite, cyer preſuppoleth appre- 
henſion of Chriſt, as the ſubje& of lite, and a true application ot the ſame by taith, 
as aforeſaid. The Goſpel holds forth no other juſtification to ſalvation, but what is 
of faith; and taich ever preſuppoſes the parties knowledge of the thing beleeyed, 
Rom, 10.14. Heb, 11.6, 

Now let this be well examined by the rule of truth, & then let the Reader judge, 
how capable Infants are of union with Chriſt, and juſtification to life rr. 
Now tor todarken and obſcure th's truth, there are theſe evill conſcquences, as a>- 
ſurdities brought in, as to follow upon the ſame. 

Firſt If Infants ſhould nox be capable of thoſe graces aforeſaid,then they were not elettid, 
Secondly,Then their bodies ſhowld not be raiſed againe tolife, And laſtly We have not infal X 
lible judgement, but may be miſtak;n, as in the caſe of $imon Magus, &c, 

Toth in a word : and firſt I would know of ſuch, wherher Infants with refer- 
rence to their non-age, were the ſubjcs of Gods Eleftion. Secondiy,[f Iufants fo 
conſidered, are capable ſubjes of gloty. And if nor, as [ ſuppoſe none will atfirme, 
then why any mote in Grace then in Glory. Andfor any to appoint God a way 
how to (ave Intants, or to draw out to themſelves a way how the holy Spirit of 
Grace muſt ſanftifie them to (ſalvation, above what is written, 1 thinke 1t is ſome+ 
what too much boldnefſe, God will have his creature to keepe onely to his Word, 
as the Ruic by which man mult judge all things ; and the Word of God ſhews that 
he hath cleCted perſons to the means as well as rothe end, being the way unto the 
ſame. And that was the Adoption of Sonnes,andto be called and juſtified by belce- 
ving in Jeſus Chriſt, as Epheſ, 1. 4, 5. Rom. 8, 29, 30; 1 Per. 1.2. 2 Theſ, 2, 13,14, 
And therctore the ground of Gads calling us, and our beleeving is attrib;xed unto 
our Eleion, AF, 2.47. Att, 13. 48. Rom, $. 28. Rom, 11. 7. And to the glory of 
God, as thecaulc of all, by the diſpenſation ot his grace upon his choſen in Chrilt, 


and their free obcdicnce umo him againe, as Rom. 9. 23, 24. Epheſ, 1,.6,12, _ 
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Theſe things God hath revealed in his Word ; and further, I dare not goe, but 


leaving the ſecret things to God; who gives not account of all his wayes. 


And for the raiſing of Infants bodics,doth none riſe but ſuch as are in viſible uni- 
on with Chriſt ; as for inviſible things we meddle not with. Ir is the power of God 
that raifeth the dead, and not union with Chriſt, x The/ 4, 16. And when any of 
Gods Ele cah by th2 Scriptures be ſhewed to dic in their infancy , then it will be 
granted that their bodies are raiſcd to life crernall, onely as they arc Infants. Nor 
that I hold all that dye in their infancy to be damned bur being a ſecret ching, I 
leave the ſame to God. And thoxrzgh that we have not infallible knowledge ro judge 
aright of the hearts of men, which thing 1s proper to God alone:ſhall we nor judge 
at all therefore > we are togoe on as neere as we can by the Rule of Gods Word; 
andinſo doing, we diſcharge our dutic, which binds us to judge of the rce by bis 
fruir. And chough we are not infallible Judges, but may be miſtaken yet this wzll 
not follow, that we ſhould, juſtific a tree upon which no truir at all appeates, but ra- 
ther to goc on by the rule of judgement z and it we doe miſle,co be humbled for 


our weakneflc rather then lcave all undone, becauſe we arcnot (ure todocit infalli- - 


bly. Burt I would not be underſtood to oppoſe Inlants fo, as to exclude them from 
ſalvation znvu, 1 am ſo farre from this, that I doe not ſo much as impoſe any ſuch 
worke of grace upon them, as cſlentiall to lite, in this or that way, as many doe, 
but leave all in re{pe& of them as a {ecret thing ro the wiſdome and grace of God 
in Chriſt ; by whom the ſinne of ali the Ele&t arc for cver done away at once, 

And for t-1ch,that | preffefor inall that challenge right to any priyiledge of grace, 
isonely ro have ſome warrantable ground to judge by, and ſo to know who God 
dorh approve ot z as thoſe unto whom ſuch priviicdges belong.Secing hehath pro- 
claimed, that all by natwre are children of wrath, Epheſ, 2. And I cannot belceve that 
any are naturally borne in grace, and ſo beleevers from the wombe, though the 
oppoltedotrine teacheth and attirmesthe ſame. And ſo 1come to another Pro- 
poſition, laid downe thus : 

That Boptiſme #5 not the firſt grave, but the ſeconl;, neither doth it conferre grace, but is 
given to confirm? the former. wich therefore muſt be pre'nupvoſed, or elſe not to be admini« 
fred, And it us the ſeal» of the new Teſtament, or of the rig htcouſreſſ- of faith, now to all 
that erepartak;rs thereof 1, as of 61.4 Circurciſion was nnto them. Rom 4 11. Onely un 
derſtand by Be priſms. the eutward part Aaminiſtred by a lawfull Minitter cf the Church; 
which miy and too often is, ſ parated from the inward,thor 81 it ought not to be ſo,and yet re- 
waines tru apriimze fo a miniftrec' x el/e S1mon Magi 16,4, thoſe falſe brethren,Gal 2. 
being not baptized, and ifthey ba4repented, muſi have bren baptiz.>da new, 

I ſhallnor ſay mn:i to this particuiar,>ccauſe our chicefeſt worke lies yer bel ind 3 
encly thus much letthe Reader obſerve, that kere Bapriſme 1s ſaid to be given of 
God, as an Ordinance, to confirme taich in th: {ubjeC baptized. and fo to be pre- 
ſappoſed, orcl{c nor to be adnziniſtred, New it God give itro that end for to cons 
firme faith, then he never intended the ſame to be acnmiultred upon any, bur onely 
ſu. has have fanh. A;4 ſo much the next words affirme, which ſay, That itmeſt be 

reſnppr{cd,or eiſe not a?miziſtre4, Now I ſuppole ic js trcanc, that faith in ſuch 15 to 
be preluppoled {rom {ume ground or vilible eftetof taith, in appearance at the leſt, 
For no man can prop:riy preſuppole athing,withot forme appcaring ground.{rom 
whence hus ſuppoſition mult ariſe, and' ſpecially in waighne matrers. But what 

round any man cat have topreſuppoſle a chalde inthe wombe, or onethat is new- 
| borne, to have taith, and (o capable of a ſcale, as to þ | 
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cannot conceive, but rather thinke it to be great weakneſſe in ſuch that ſhall ſopre- 
7 or affirme, For it is a do&rine that confirmes the opinion of ſuch as hold faith 
tobenaturall, and ina man from the wombe 3 and as ſome ſay, they have been beſte- 
yersever ſince they were borne : And fo it is here;for when an Infant is once baptized, 
it ever afterwards for a belceyer, as well as any that are never ſocleare in the faith, 
unleſſe he comes tocommit ſuch ſinne as to be excommunicated, untill which time he 
' - waseyer abelceyer before, Bur I paſſe from this, to the next particular thus : | 
T hat 4s of oid, more was required of Abraham angmen of neares when they were Circumc it 
ſed, then of Iſhmacl and Iſaac, or of other Infants, continually circumciſed afterwards ; ſo now 
in the adminiftring of Baptiſme, more #s required of men of yeares, then us of Infangs : of Abra- 
ham God required faith in the bleſſed ſeed ; but not the ſame of Iſaac : Of men of yeares faiths 
to be required, and muFt be that a man may be CO but not the ſame of Infants, 

The ſubſtarce of this particular lies thus ; That more is required ot men of yeares,for 
their zeceiving of Bapriſme,rhen is of Infants; and allthe proofe is from the example of 
Abraham, Iſhmael, and Iſaac, and others in like manner afterthem in the order ot Cir- 
cumciſion. I ſhall give a briefe anſwer to this by an Argument drawne from the ſame, 
thus ; Upon the ſame condition, that Abraham, 1/>mae!, and all the relt of his houſhold 
received Circumciſion, ſoarc all now to receive Baptiſme. Bur Abraham, 1ſpmael, and 
all the reſt of his houſhold were circumciſed upon one and the ſame condition, withour 
requiring any thing more of one then of another ; as Ge», 17. 10, 11, 12, 13,14. 23.25, 
26, 27, Thercforeall are to be baptized uponone and the ſame condition, withour re- 
quiring any thing mare in one then in another, which is faith & repentance in all alike, 
Mat.28.19, Mark 16.15,16, AF.16.31,32,33,34. Att.2.38. At,$.12,13,37, At.r0.47. 

And whereas it is ſaid, that faith in the bleſſed ſeed Was required in Abraham, but not in 
Iſaac, who waz to be circumciſed at eig) t dayes old; It is more then I findethe Scriptures re- 
yeale, that ſuch a faith was required of Abraham at the time of his circumciſion, orelſe 
he muſt not have beep circumciſed ; Or that the ſame faith in the bleſſed ſeed Jeſus 
Chriſt,was ſo required of all his houſhold at the time of their circumcifton,is morethen 
yer appearesto me, And as it is ſaid, that the ſame faith was not required of I[aac,as afore- 

ſaid, no more was ic required of 1/-wae!, who was 13.yeares old when he was circumci- 
ſed,Gen,17.25.nor of the Shechemites being men of yeares, Ger. 34. So that this Propo- 
ſition falls init ſelfe;and (o I leave it, & cometo thereaſons & Arguments them(elyes. 

The firſt Argument lies thus ; If the Covenant now under Chriſt, be the ſame thar 
was before Chriſt, with Abr«ahamand his poſteritic in the fleſh 3 then as Infants were 
— of the Covenant then,and received the ſcale thereof Circumcition :ſoare In- 

ants now pattakers of the Covenant, and ought to receife the ſeale thereof Baprtiſme, 
But the Covenant now under Chriſt, is the ſame that was before Chriſt with Abraham 
and his poſteritie inthe fleſh : Therefore as Infants were then in the Covenant and re- 
ccived the ſcale thereof ; even ſoare Infants now in the Coavenant,and ought toreceive 
the ſcale thereof. Three things aretobe cleared inthis Argument. 

Firſt, That the Covenant made with Abraham and his poſteritic in the fleſh before 
Chriſt,and chat now under Chriſt,is the ſame. Secondly, As Infants were in that Cove- 
nant,{oare Infantsnow. Thudly,as Infants were ſealed then, fo they ought to be now. 
Now for the proving of theſe aforeſaid,there are 3. other grounds laid down as follow. 

Firſt, The Goſpel is the doQtring of the Covenant, but this being one, was preached 
to Abraham, as Gal, 3.8, 17, 18. Rom Fa 11.andſototheend ; and rothe Fewer inthe 

nds 4s .2, Heb,z,7.andloin Davids time, Heb,qe 7, &c, Therefore the 
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Secondly, If Abraham be the Father of the Jewes and Gentiles,and equity as he be- 
leeved the righteouſneſle of faith, and they his children equally as ſo beleeving, and no 
otferwiſe : then the Covenant is the ſame. Bur 4braham is the father of the Jewes and 
Gentiles, and equally as he beleeyes, as aforeſaid, Rom, 4 11, 12,16, 17. 23, 24. Gal.3. 
3. 9.26. 29. Therefore the Covenant is the ſame. 

Thirdiy, The ſtanding of the Jewes in the Grace of God, was the ſame with Abra- 
ham ; as is cleare from Gods often expreſſing of himſelfe to bethe God of Abraham and 
his ſced ; and praying to God for togemember the Covenant he made with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, and acknowledging the accompliſhing of the ſame to them, as Luk. x. 
73,74. Luk, 1. 54, 55- and ours in the ſame with the Jewes, as 1s cleate from ar. 21, 
41. 43. & 22.1, Therefore the Covenant is the ſame. | 

Thus lies the Argument, an.] the grounds to back ir, and all to prove the Covenant 
God made with Abraham and his ſeed, to be the ſame now to the belefving Gentiles 
and their ſeed; and Infants to be in this row, as they were inthat then. 6 

Inanſwer to which, I all onely touch atthe three laſt grounds, briefly in a word, 
as I come tothe Covenant it (clfe. The firſt is becauſe the Goſpel is the duQtrine of the 
Covenant, and was preached to Abraham, and to the Jewes, &c. therefore rhe Coye- 
nant is the ſame. For the firlt, it the preaching of the Goſpel, being the dofrine of the 
Covenant, can prove the Covenant to be rhe ſamero them as to us, then all ro whom 
the Goſpel was and 1s preached, arc in the ſame Covenant. But I think it is the effetu- 
all beleeving of that which the Goſpel holds forth in the doctrine of ir, that proves per- 
ſons in the Covenant, and not the preaching of it, becaule manyemay have the Goſpel 
preached among them, and yer not be in the Covenant. And for the ſecond, that A- 
braham is the equall father both of the Jewes and Gentiles, onely as he did beleeve, and 
they his children onely ſo belceving as their father Abraham did,and notelſe.Inreſpett 
of which,the covenant is the ſameto the one as it 15 to the other, This in a ſenſe I con- 
feſle isatruth> that none are accounted children of Avraham, bftt onely as they beleeye 
as thcir father Abrah-m did : and it this betrue, as the ground affirmes 1t is, then let the 
Reader judge.how Infants can be ſad to be the children of Abraham,and in the Cove- 
nant, and ſoto have right to Bapriſme, as the ſcale to cor firme their fairh,and whether 
they doe beleeye as Abraham did. Put that eAbraham may be (aid to be an cquall father 
both of the Jewcs and Gentiles, I thivkenot fo in a!l reſpeCts : the Jewes were the ſeed 
of eAbraham, as they deſcended trom his loyncs. as well as. trom his faith, Bur for the 
Gentiles thcy arecalled che ſeed or children of «/braham, onely as they walke in the: 
ſteppes of his faith, and nor cife 3 as 1 Per, 3 6, «fl 

Andlaftly, that the tanding of the Jewes in the grace of God, was the ſame with Abrahams, 
and ours the ſame with the Jewes z therefore the Covenant is the ſame, 

This doEtrine (o generally laid downe withour diſtinftion or exception, holds forth 
a mans falling from grace, or out ot Gods gracious Covenant ot lite cternall. A do» 
&rinc to be teſtified againſt by all that truely teare the Lord. For '4brahams ſtanding 
was true and firme 1n Gods gracious Covenant ; and it the Fewes was the ſame withour 
exception, then the ewes that did oppoſe Chrilt, and were cut off for the ſame, tell our 
ot this Covenant of grace, Burl ſhail further clcare this in that which tollows; and ſo 
I come tothe Covenans it ſelte,and to ſce how that God made wnh Abraham, and this 
undcr Chiilt, will agree. -Inthe handling of which, in rhe firſt place this muſt be well 


obſerved, that there was in Abrahama double {ect when God made his coyenaiit with . 


him and his (ced; and confirmed the ſame by the feale of Circuniciſion. There was in 
eAbravam atchat timc a ſpirituall ſced and a fleſhly ſeed. Berween which ſeeds God 
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ever diſtinguiſhed through all their Generations. And as there was adiſtin&ion thus 
made by God in Abrahams ſeed before they were circumciſed, and yet admitted to the 
ſeale of the Covenant by Gods (peciall command. For 1/-macl and Eſau were by Gpd 
commanded to be cxrcumciſed as well as any of the reſt of Abrahams ſeed , Gen 17. 10- 
13. Even ſo there mult be the ſame reſpe&t obſerved alſo inthe Covenant,and thar be- 
cauſe the Covenant compiechends divers things; and Circumciſion was a ſcale unto 
them all. Some of which were proper unto both the ſeeds, and ſome not; as may be 
gathered from the (everall branches of the Covenant exprefled by God, Gen, 17, 

As firſt, for the multiplication of Abrahams ſeM, Gen, 17.2. this was proper as well 
to his ficſbly (ced, as his ſpirituall ; as Ger. 21. 13. Dent. 10. 22. 1/4. 48. 19. 

Secondly, The land of Canaan, Gen.17. 8. This was proper alſo co both the ſceds of 
eAbrahams. And as it was onely a temporall inheritance, the ſame was conditional! , as 
Heb.z, And ſs confirmed by circumciſion upon both the ſeeds of Abrahams Gen.21.9, 
10. Det. 30.18, 19,20. Andas it pointedat a ſpiricuall inheritance » ſhadowed our 
under it. Now thus conſidered, it was abſolute, and confirrgyed onely upon the [pirtcu- 
all ſeed ; as Gen. 17. 19. 21. Gen, 21, 12, Gal. 3.17. 

Thirdly, That trom eAbrahams loynes ſhould come a ſeed, in whom all the Nations 
of the sarth ſhould be bleſſed ; as Gev. x7. 16. 19. & 18. 10,18, & 21,2. This bleſſed 
branch of the Covenant was proper onely to the ſpiritual] ſeed,conſidered either in the 
cauſe, or in the cfte&; as AF, 3, 25, 26. Gal, 3. 7,8, 9,16. 

Fourthly, eAbrahams fatherhood of the faithtull ; as Ger, 17. 4, 5. This was onely 
proper to fairhfull e4braham and his ſeed, as they are tound walking in the ſteppes of 
his faith ; as Rom, 4.11, 12,13, 16. Rom. 9, 7,8, Gal.3.6,7,9 29.1 Per,z, 

Laſtly, To be a God to Abraham, and to his (ced atter him 1n their generations ; as 
Gen, 7 7. That was faithfully to performe all that he had promiſed, cither to Abraham 
in patticular, or his ſecd in genctall; as Neh. 9. 8, Pſal. 105 g,10,1112, 13, 14.42. 
Luke 1. 72,73 74+ Ir. token of which God annexed Circumciſion, as a ſcale to con- 
firme the ſame; as Ge. 17. 11, Theſe are the (eyerall parts and branches of the Coyc- 
nant that God made with Abrahams and his {eed,and Circumciſion in the fleſhas a ſcale 
to confirme every part tocach ſced, as was proper tothe ſame, 

But if any ſhall ſay, the Scriptares deny many ſeeds, and approve onely cf one ſeed in eAbra« 
ham, with Whom the promiſe Was made z as Gal, 3.16, 

Tothis I anſwer and ſay, that this place weil conſidered,will help forward the truth; 
for the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of the Covenant,ſo as comprehending Chriſt the ſubſtance 
ot the ſame, and the EleQin him for eternall life. In which ſenſe the covenant of grace 
was not madero Abraham and to all h's ſeed without cxcepticn; for then all his ſeed 
muſt either be (aved, orclſe ſuch as are not bur periſh, muſt tall out of the ſaid covenant 
of Grace; tor I ſuppoſe no man will ſay,that all the ſeed of 1braham without exception 
were ſaved. And if not, then there was ſome of Abrahams ſeed comprehended inthe 


Covenant in one ſenſc, and admitted to the (cale thereof, whom God excepred againſt | 


in another : ſome of which was 1mael and Eſau, ſignifying in Abrahams generation, 
a fleſhly (ecd as well as a ſpiritual! ; berween which ſceds God ever held forth a diſtin- 
Ction through all their generations, from Abrahamuntill Chriſt, whopur an end to the 
type and the fleſh, and all priviledges of that nature thereunto belonging ; as 2 { vr. 5. 
16, Phil.3.3,4,5. $0 that now all is laid up inChriſt, as Gods ſtore- houſe and treaſury, 
and in h:m only tor (uch as beleeve, and thercforenow firſt in Chriſt by faith,and then 
to the Covenant and the priviledges thercof 3 as Ga1.3.29, And none by the Goſpel ap- 
proved of now to be the children of — onely tuch as walke un the ſteps _ 
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faith, For as none inviſible before God, are by him at all approved to haye right to any 
p——_— of grace;bur onely as he lookes upon them in his Sonne : No more arethere 
ang viſibly before men to be approved of, ſo as to have right to the ſame, but as they 
appeareco be in Chriſt by ſome effe&t of faith declaring the ſame, And ſo much the 
more, in that Godexcludes all from his holy Covenant,is to have right inthe outward 
diſpenſation thereof, but onely ſuch as belecye, Rom. 11, 20, Heb.3.18,19,Heb g.1r,2,3. 
Heb. 11,5, 6. Rom, 9. 7,8. Gal. 3, 22.26, 29, 

e. Let all this be well conſidered,and I doubt not but the difference between rhe Coye- 
nant God made with, Abraham befort Chriſt, and this under Chriſt, will appeare very 
grcat, though in ſome reſpett for ſubſtance the ſame. Yet in the outward profeſſion of 
them» the difference is great, both in reſpe& of perſons and things. Wherein our de- 
ſcent chiefly lyes : that covenant admitted of a fleſhly ſeed, but this only of a ſpirituall, 
Gen.17 with Rom, 9, That inthe fleſh, and this inthe heart, Gen,17.13.with 7er.31.33, 
Rom. 2. 28,29. The ſcale and ordinances of that Covenant, confirmed faith intitings 
to.come, bur the ſeale and prdinances of this, confirme faith inthings already done, 

T hat Covenant was nationall, and admitted all ofthe ſame to the feales thereof; but 
this perſonall, and admits of none bur {uch as beleeve. That Covenant begot children 
after the fleſh, as all Abrahams naturall poſteritic. But this one'y begets children after 
the Spirit, and onely approves of ſuchas are begotten and borne from above,in whoſe 
hcarts God writes his Law, 7er. 31.E w, 36. Heb, 8. 7oh. 3, 5, 6, That covenant with 
Abraham and his poſteritie before Chriſt, comprehended a civill State, and a worldly 
Government, with the like carnall Subjes for the ſervice ofthe ſame. Bur this coye- 
nant now under Chriſt, comprehends onely a ſpiriruall State, anda heavenly Goyern- 
ment, with the like ſpirituall SubjeQts for the ſervice of chis alſo. That covenant held 
forth Chriſt in the fleſh to a heart vailed ; this holds him forth after che Spirit ro aface 
open, 2 Cor.3. In all underſtand, the viſible proteflien of the Covenant, in the outward 
diſpenſation of the priviledges thercot. : 

And now I come to the conſequence gathered from the (ovenants , being one and the ſame, as 
aforeſaszd, That as Infants were in that covenant then, and circumc iſed » ſo are Infants in thu 
ow, and to be baptized. 

In anſwer to which, I ſhall commit in the firft place, ro the Readers conſideration 
theſe particulars, for the turther clearing of the atoreſaid truth. Firſt, What the Coye- 
nant is. Secondly, What is that which admits into the ſa1d Covenant. Thirdly, Who 
are the true approved Subjects of this Covenant, And laſtly, Whether all have not one 
and the ſame way ot entrance into the ſaid Covenant : and ro cach of theſe a word. 

Firſt, the Covenant it ſelfe, is a Covenant of grace and ſalvation, by which God of 
his grace takes a perſon or a people to himlſelte tor his own above all others, and to be 
their God, and tro manileſt upon them the riches of his grace and glory : and the man- 


ner of which is in cfte&t but onely thus much ; Gods calling of a man to an agreement 


with himſelfe in his Sonne, wherein he pronuſes to be his God, and to give him life 
and happires, and all things in Chriſt, and that he ſhall beleeve and reſt upon his faith- 
fulnes and truth, and ſo take him for his God, &c. And thus I ſay, God and mancome 


to an agreement in Chrift, upon ſomething paſſing between them, wherein they both: 
agree; and this is called a Coyeannt; and I call it a coyenant of grace, when thething: 
agreed upon is a ſubje& of grace;as Gods giving of man life and peace, andall things in: 


Jeſus Chriſt, and that he will be his God, upon whom he ſhall relie,and belceve the ac- 
compliſhment of all things in his duc time;and that he ſhall heare and know his will by 


Lis Sonne, and obcy humn he ſame; and mans tree/conſent to God againe, that he: | 
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likes of all this well, and concludes with God that it ſhall be ſo. For a Covenane pre- 
ſuppoſeth two perſons at leaſt, and alſo ſomething to agree, or covenant upon : chus 
pos with Abrahen, and ſo he duth with every belecyer; and chiefely when God 
takes any into a Church- fellowſhip. So that the covenant conſiſterh of theſe eflentials, 
Firſt, the perſons diſpoſed to agree. Secondly, ſomething to agree upon. And laltly, 
their mutuall conſent, which is the agreement it ſelte. And ſo much for the Coyenanr, 
and what the ſame 1s. | | / 

Secondly, What it is that gives right to enter, gr admits any intothe ſaid Covenant, 
and that is the promiſe of God in Chriſt, and faith in the ſame. that gives right of en- 
trance, and onely admits into Covenant with God ; as Neh.9, 8, The Covenant afore- 
ſaid, hath theſe eſſenriall parts, and viſible branches. Firſt, Grace inthe agent, God. 
Secondly, faith in che Subje&t , Man. Thirdly, aniting or cloſing of theſe ognbes 
which is tha?muruall conſent & agreement by faith in the ſame grace, revealed by the 
Goſpel, which is the word of Reconciliation. So that it is the bletſed word of life, and 
faich in the ſame that gives right, and admits into Covenarz with God. 


What in- 
rights in+ 
to the Coe 
yenant, 


Thirdly, Who arc the true approved Subjedts of this Covenant, and they are onely. 


ſuch as beleeye ; for God approvesof none in coyenant with him by his Word out of 
Chriſt, nor of any in Chriſt without taich. Nay, God denics his approving of any in 
fellowſhip or communion with him,that doe nor beleeve; as John 3.5,6 36, Heb. 11.6, 
Rom. 8, 9, Thus God approves of none as Subjetts of his gracious covenant,bur onely 
ſuch as he hath eleftcd and choſen in Chriſt, and ſo appearing by ſome fruit and effects 
of the ſame; as theſe Scriptures, (with many other ) witnes, Kew, 8. 29, 30, Rom.11,7, 
Epheſ. 1.4, 5, 6.2 Theſ.2.13,14. 1 Pet, 1,2, Att. 2. 47. Att, 13,48. Sothat ſuch as 
are the choſen and called of the Lord, are the onely approved Subjects by himin his 
ſaving and ever-bleſſed Covenant of life. 

The fourth and laſt is this; Whether that all perſons now under the Goſpel, haye not 
one and the ſame war: of entrance into the foreſaid Covenant 2 

For anſwer to this, the holy Word of God mult be Judge, and I find: the Goſpel of 
Chriſt co approve ot none inthe Lords holy Coyenant of grace, but ſuch as beleeye ; 
neither any approved of, as to be in the way of life, bur ſuch as are in Chriſt by faith; 
and thercforeno other way to come into the Covenant of grace and ſalvation ( as the 
Scriptures revealeYout only by Jeſus Chriſt, For in him are all the promiſes confirmed, 
8& made oyeronly unto ſuch as beleeve;as 2(r.1,20,Rem.10 4 xfob.5.11,12. Rom,8.9, 

The holy Covenant of lite conſiſterh of theſe three eſſcentialls for entrance thereinto, 
Firſt, the word of God to reveale the ſame. Secondly, Chriſt to open the way, and to 
inright the partie therein. And laſtly, faith without which none can enter thereinto. 
Sothat as there is but onely one way of entrance into Covenant with God , that the 
Scripture reveals now under the Goſpel,& that 1s by Jeſus Chriſt,and faith in hisname. 
Then all muſt enter this way that can be approved in covenant with God;for none can 
come to the Father bur by the Sonne, nor any to the Sonne but by faith ; as John 34. 6, 
with 7ohn 6.44:45. Heb.r1.6, Letall this be well conſidered, andthen ſee how Intants 
are diſcoyered to be in this Covenant, 8 what way of entrance hath God by his word 
appointed for them to come in, and denicd the ſame unto others, except they be natu- 
rally begorten 8 born in the covenant, and ſo were neyer our of the ſame: which thing 
indeed the oppoſite doCtrine affirmes;for if Infants be in the coyenant of grace,and that 
by yertue of their being borne of belecving parents who are 10 the ſame, then ſuch In- 
fants are borne in a Sage of grace, and were neycr out of the ſame; which do- 
Qtrine makes yoyd many heayenly and divine truths that ſpeak tothe contrary, which 
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lay all under fin and wrathfor the ſame ; asconceived in (in, borne children of wrath, 
and ſp under the curſe, untill Chriſt by his bloud and death redeemes them, and by his 
heaytnly voice calls them, and by his holy Spiric of grace, begets rhem unto a lvely 
hope, working faith in their hearts, to lay hold upon Chi iſt , Gods arme of ſalvation 
that carries them up to glory; and therefore all are {aid to be borne againe from aboye, 
of water and of the Spirit, before they cart enter into the Kingdome of God, 

Now for ſuch as arc begotten) and borne in the covenant, being rhe ſeed of beleevers, 
as is affirmed, then ſuch were never ou: of the ſame; which doftrine diſables them of 
any of the former priviledges by Chriſt;for nonecan be under grace,wrath 8 the curſe 
at once and the ſame time; in the outward diſpenſation of the ſame; the which all our 
diſcourſe intends; for inviſible m—_ belong to God : and (fo I come to ſome other 
orounds;tending to prove Intants to be in the covenant now, as they were of old, and 
they arc thele. h 

Firſt, If it were not ſo, then this Covenant would not be the ſame with that, £ 

And for an{wer tothis, I faall rcferre the Reader to what hath been aforeſaid, con- 
cerning the difference between the Covenant then and this now : notthe ſamein a ty- 
picall way, nor the ſame in a fleſhly ſeed, nor the ſame in the outward priviledges, nor 
the ſame in the vilible proteſſion thereof, &c. A!l which I have already (ſpoken ro, and 
ſhall adde more hercafter, 

eAnother ground i this, elſe the ſtate of the grace of God ſhould b: ftraitned and made of leſſe 
extent by Chriſtscoming then it was before, whereas it 1s more inlarged, and of greater extent, 
there being nothing more required in the ſtate of the perſons to intereſſe Infants into the cove- 
nant then, thenignow, 

This particular conſiſts of two parts, and the firſt is to this cet; if Infants be not in 
the covenant nuw asthey were at the firſt, then is the covenant of lefſe extent fence 
Chriſts coming, then it was before ; the an(wer 1s, that indecd it is of leſſee xtent in re- 
ſpc& of the flcſh, by Chriſts coming, then it was before , bec wife. that by him 1s taken 
away all ficſhly reſpeRs, cither in regard of perſons or priviiedges in matters of grace; 
which is a further nlarging of the covenant 1na ſpirituall ſenſe; for the neerer the coye. 
nant comes to perteCtion,the larger it 15;and the perteCftion of the covenant in one ſenſe 
is this, to have nothing contained in it, but what is truely of ir ; 'and rhe contrary isa 
{trairning of che ſame, and a bondage unto the truc Subjefs thereof; 

Againe, Ir cannot propcrly be ſaid, that the covenant in the full accompliſhment of 
the ſame 1n glory, will be more ſtraite & of leſle extent then now in gracezand yet there 
ſhali be none bur onely ſuch as truely appeare to be of the ſame. 

The ſecond part of the Propoſition lies to this effeft ;, There was no more required in Infants 
ther to intereſſe them into the Covenant, then there us required of Infants now. 

For anſwer torhis in a word 3 let the Reader conſider well, what was required to in- 
tereſſe Infants into the covenant then, and {ee if there be the ſame for to interefle In« 
fancs into the covenantnow. There was required then, x. a male onely of 8. dayes old. 
2.0t the ſced of Abraham,and laſtly.a ſpeciall command from God tor the ſame in par- 
ticular; for thonghthat the covenant had been never ſo firme between God and Abra- 
ham, yet it he had not had a command in ſpeciall to Circumciſe,] ſuppoſc he would not 
have done it: & if the command had bin only to have preached the way of God to the 
people, andto circumciſe ſuch as belceved, and imbraced the ſame truth preached unto 
tacm, and no other expreſſe word of command for an {nfant of 8.dayes old, & that the 
practiſe of Abraham, 1/aac'2nd Facob, had been the ſame, without any dire and appa- 
anc cxaiwple of cheir circumciſing Intants, 1do bekeye that none of the Jews that tru- 
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feared God,would have been ſo bold asto haye circumciſcd their Infants, or if they had, let 

on to goc 
above what was written;& for their perſonall interefſe into the covenantsthis is reFuired —_ 
as was then,to be of the ſced,or children of Abraham, and viſibly fo appearing now,as they did 
then. And who theſe aresI appeale to the word of God for righteous judgement, Rem.4.11, 12. 
Rom.g.7,8, Gal.z.6,7,8,9.16. 22.26, 29, This 1 have ſhewed before, and ſhall more cleare 
hereafter ; and ſo I come to another Propoſition thus : 

eAbraham being the roote, and the Fewes and Gentgfes the branches; When the ewes Were broken off, 
a well Infants as men of yeares were ſo aiſo : the like when the Fewer ſhall be planted in agame,as well In- 
fants as men of yeares ſhall be ſo, : | 

To paſſe over the difficultics, and things that will not be granted about the Jews coming in, 
as this argument ſcems to import in the laying downeot it, I ſhall onely ſpeak a wordto what 
is intended, of implied ;zand tor the better underſtanding of allin a word, let the Reader well 
conſfer, in what ſenſe the Goſpel holds forth Abraham roberthe roote of Jewes and Gentiles, 
Secondly, how the Jewes and Gentiles may be aid robe Ai#abams branches, Thirdly,the way 
of their breaking oft. And laſtly, what way this will make for the Gentiles and their Infants to 
come in, and for the Jewes and their Intants coming in, I hall let that Rand by untill the time 
comes, or for ſome Scripture to reveale how the Lame ſhall be. 

And firſt to (ec how the Goſpel holds forth 4brahm for aroot of Jews. & Gentiles,and thar 
is onely in reſpect of hus faich and fairhtulneſſe, and ſohe is the paterne and father of the faiths 
full,that reſemble him in the ſame, otherwiſe Abraharn 1s not the root of the Gentiles,for they 
deſcended not from his loynes as the Jewes did, Sothat the Jewes and Gentiles are #brahan;s 
branches, onely as they ſpring our of the ſame root by faith, which declares themtobe histrue 
naturall branches, ſo farre as they —_——_ to be of the ſame faithas he was: This have 
beenapon ſomewhat betore, and thall be more tully hereafter. Burnow for the Jews breakinp 
off, this was onely tor want of their aftivall beleevingthe Gofpel;as Kow.1 1/and oppoſing the 
ſame, A#.13 46.Everflo werethe Gerriles received n,onely upon their aftual! beleeving and 
receiving the tame. And as God rejected none of the ſeed of the Jewes that beleeved, for their 
parents unbelicte; no more doth God admit of the Gentiles ſeed that doe nor beleevefortheir 
parents beleeving ; for as the word condetnnes none,bur with refpe&t ro actuallfinne; nomore 
goth the word jultifie any, bur with reſpe&'to aCtuall faith : and as cvery ones owne faich in 
Chriſt inrights to life, ſo every ones own faith in Chrilt inrighes to the priviledges of lite. 

T hat the Fewes and the Genti/cs being incorporated into one body in (briſt ; as Eph.2.11. 1920, 7 
the Fewes Infants were in the ſame boay; even fo muſt the Infants of the Gentiles be allo, 
 Tanſwer,in a word, that the Church otche New Teltament confiſts both of Jews &Genz 
tiles : this 1s a truth,/and admitsot allthar beleeve, and rejefts none ; and for the Gentiles In. 
fants being in the ſame body as well as the Jews Infants, This I alſo beleeve, borh alike;for the 
Church ot che NewTeſtamentzthough it conſiſts of Jews and Gentiles, yer ſhe never admitted 
of any Infants as members in her body, or to the priviledges thereof, bur as they appeared to 
belceve, and {o capable ofthe (ame. ba | 

e Another Propoſition lirs thua', If by this word: to Abraham, I will be thy God, anrhe God of 
thy ſeed, /nfanrs are included, and therefore of old cirtumcifed,and the [ame promi/cibe continued in the 
ſame ſtate tothe Gentiles, then the Gentiles Infants are in the ſame alſo; but the firſt is true, and there. 
fore the ſecond, an1/o Infants are tobe baptiz'd, ” 
© Foranſwerto this, let the Readerconlider well,!that for a man to rake thisurto Abraham, 
I'mill bethy Gvd. and che God of thy ſeedfora ground of Cireumcition; this cannoc be fo, bur onely 
the word of command thatenzoyned'thething; forit Godhad bur onely made hiscovenane. 
wich Abraham, and not a commanded him to cireumcle; ichad becn fin tor himtoacucumei: 
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ſedany 3 ſothat it was not the promiſe, but the command that was the ground of Abrahemy, 
and the Jeyes circumciſing their Infancs. And ſo the ſame ground muſt ſerve the Gentiles to 
baptize ther Infants, which is not the covenant, but the like expreſſe command from Chriſt 
for the ſame ; but as there is none, therefore the firſt ; yerrhe ſecond is not true, and ſo Infants 
are not to be baptized. Againe, let it be mjnded, in what ſenſe God did covenant with Abra- 
ham tobe his God, and the God of hisſeed. 2. How we are to conſider Abrahams ſeed , with 
which God made his covenant. For the firſt,God ſets forth himſelte ro Abrahamto be the All- 


. mightic God, and ſo an All-ſufficient God, fer Abraham to repoſe himſelfe, and build his faith 


upon : from which | 07g Abraham is commanded to walke before God, and to be upright ; 
which implyes true taith, and holy obedience ; with reference to which God made his coye- 
nant with him, being a fit and capable ſubjeCt for the ſame ; as Neb, 9.7, 8. And with reſpe& 
to which faith and taithfulnes,God took in with Abraham. all his poſterity for a people to him- 
ſelfe under Circumciion, and other Ordinances, by which God did diſtinguiſh ihem from all 
other Nationsinthe world. Andro be a God to Abraham and to his ſeed after him, that was 
faithfully to performe his promiſe in making of him great, giving him a ſeed, in whom the 
Nations ſhould be bleſſed, with which ſeed he would eſtabliſh his covenant, for aneverlaſti 
covenant ; and ſo he would be a God to his ſeed after him, in doing for them all that he h 
promiſed, to multiply them, to give them that fruitfull Land of Can=an, and (o to bleſſe them 
with great proſperitie. eAnd alſo 1will be their God, that is, their God whom they ſhall beleeye 
and obey, upon whom they ſhall depend forthe performance ot all that I have promiſed unto 
them; by which faich and obedience they ſhall acknowledge me to be their God. 

Now theſe being the parcicular expreſſions of the covenant,and as they lic barely in the ler- 
ter, they arc figurative ſpecches, and ſo conſidered onely as they were temporall ; for ſo was 
(«naar ateraporall inheritance, and ſo were the other outward bleſſings, under which were fi- 
gurcd our-ſpirituall ſubſtances,onely tothe like Subjefts. And as they were outward or tempo- 
rall, ſo conlidered they were both generall and conditional; foras the people did then belceve 


© God, and obey him, ſo they did enjoy them, andnot elſe ; as Heb.z. Uno which covenant cir- 


cumciſion was added, as atoken, to pur the pcople alwayes in minde of the ſaid covenant y as 
Gen.17.11.and a ſcale to confirme the covenant on both the ſides, God to be a God unto them 

as aforeſaid, and they for his own people above all others, and fo to pertorme the ſame condi- 
tion of faith and obedience, as Abraham their tarher did. And to walke as ſuch circumciſed in 
heart, unto which they were ingaged by that Ordinance ; as Rom.2.25,26,27,28 29.0therwiſe 
the coyenant ſtood not 1n force tor their outward proſperitie,that was the glory ot that people 
in generall. In which reſpe& onely, the covenant, the ſeale, and the inheritance;arc all ot a like 
extent; as Gen, 15.7, $.13. and ſo cnded in Chriſt, in whom all ſtands, firme onely to (uch as 
belceve ; as Gal. 3. This covenant was accompliſhed by Ged upon the Jewes at three ſeverall 
times, as they were {brahams (ced. Firlt, in bringing them from «Egypr to ( anaas, Secondly, 
from Babylon to Jeruſalem, And laſtly, Chriſts coming in the fleſh, as the ſeed in whom all 
Nations ſhould be bleſſed. T his blefled feed according to the covenant God made with Abra- 
ham was ſent firſt to Abrahsm: (ced the Jews in generall ; as Mat.Io.5 6.Mat.15. 24. fohbil, 11, 
Toblelſe them, by calling them to repentance, and ſo to'turne them from their fins; as Af, 2, 
38, 39. Af. 3. 25, 26.e1@.13 23. 26 32,33. T hus the King of heaven offered his Sonne firtt 
1n marriage to the Jews ; as Har.22.and being refuſed by themhe ſought him a wite among 
the Gentiles 3 as eA@, 13. 46. Att.15, 14. Rep. 11, Andſo much for the promile or covenant 
God made with Abrabam and his {ced, which tor the right underſtanding of it, muſt be conſi- 
dered ina ſeverall reſpe&t, according to:rheſ(ced but nar {o to the Sennies and their ſeed, the 
Covenantlicsnot to them ina figurative way» nor 1N any ticlhyy or remporall reſpect, as it did 
co Abrahams ſeed inthe fletb : bur ro rhe Gentiles in ſubliance, onely as they arc in Chriſt by 
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faith, and ſo upright as Abraham was when God made covenant with him; and if otherwiſe, thar 
the Gentiles muſt be conſidered as the Jews,then they muſt have a fleſhly ſeed, under the ſame con- 
ditionall reſpe& as Abraham bad, & have onely one publike head, as Abraham was tobring them 
in, & all ſtand in the ſame relation as children to a father, to that one head,as eAbrahams ſeed did 
unto him, and come in the ſame way, both for covenant,and commandzas eAbraham and his feed 
- did : All which the Scriptures deny the Gentiles for coming in ſucha way. 

And fo I come now to the ſeed ; and firſt to begin in the fountaine and head-ſpring of all, at 4- 
braham and Sarah, and ſee the Goſpels diſcovery ofzheir ſeed, compared with the Law,by which 
it will appeare what the ſeed of Abrahams is,that God approves of to be in the covenant with him, 
and ſo to have right to the ſcale thereof, T here was under the old Teſtament a generall ſtated peo, 
ple in an outward forme of profeſſion; among whom God owned but a remnant to belong unta 
him in his graggous covenant of life ; as //a.10. 21, 22. Rom... 27, Againſt ſome of which inthe 
generall God excepted, as not ſo approved of in his covenant, and yet admit them lawfull mem- 
bers of that body,and o to the priviledges thereof, they being the ſeed of 4braham after the fleth; ]< 
as Gen,17.10. 20, 21, 23. Gen, 21. 12, 13, Gen, 25, 23. with Rom, 9.11, 12, 13. 

Solikewiſe under the new Teſtament, there is alſo a ſtated people, whom God approves of for © 
kis own choſen and true ſpirituall worſhippers ; againſt whom he layes no exception, but owns 
them as ſuch whom he hath purchaſed with his own bloud, and ſo approved SubjeRts in his gra. 
cious covenant of life, as ſuch who are called choſen and faithtull,70h.4.23.1Per,2.5.9,Eph.2.19, 
20,21,22.04.16.1 (0r.12.12,13. 25,26,27. Eph.5.25,26,27. cAt.20,28, Rev.n7.14- 

Now unto theſe two ſtated or bodyed people,there is in the Scriptures two typicall heads,name- 
ly, Hagar and Sarah, as Gal.4.22,23,24,25. Here Hagar and Sarah, as the two Mothers, type out 
the two Teſtaments ; even ſo their two ſons, Iſmael and 1/aac, type out the ſubjets of the ſame, 
the oneby the bond-woman born after the fleſh, but he of the free-woman was by promiſe, v.23. 
Now $ Hagar the Mother, _ the old ſtate in generall,ſo />mac! her ſon,fignified the chil- 
dren of is. wh ſtate, borne after the fleſh, as he was ; for though that he was of the ſeed of Abra- 
bam, yet he was no child of promiſe, Now for Sarah ſhe was the lawfull wife of Abraham,and fo 
a free-woman,with whom the _ compares the ſtate of the Church of the new Teſtament, the 
true ſpouſe and wife of Chriſt, who is free from all ſervitude and bondage, & ſtands onely in ſub- 
je&ion to Chriſt her husband, as Sarab did to Abraham. And Iſaac her ſon,ſfignifying the true ho- 
ly and bleſſed ſeed, Of this holy ſtocke according to the Spirit , and ſo as 1/aac was true heire ac- 
cording to promiſe; for the Goſpel approves ot noneas true heires of the bleſſing, & fo the righe 
ſeed, and truely in the covenant, bur onely ſuch as the promile produceth & brings forth,as it did 
Iſaac; for Iſaac came not by an ordinary courſe of nature, but by vertue of the promiſe of God, 
and faith in the ſame, which raiſed nature above it ſelfe tobring him forth ; as Gen,18, 20,11,12. 
Gen. 21.1,2, Rom.g,g. Heb. 11.11, 12. By thisthewiſdome of God in the Apoſtle holds forth 
as in a figure, who are Abrahams ſeed, approved of in the Goſpel, & they are ſuch as are broughe 
forth by a power above nature, which is by the promiſe of God, & faith in the ſame,as 1/aac was. 
And therefore ſach are ſaid to be as 1/aac was, children of the free-woman, the true ſeed of Abra- 
ham after the Spirit, & ſo heires according to promilc; as Gal.4.28,29,30,31.Gal.z.29.Rom 9 8, 

Now the promiſe in the letter, the land of Canaar, an earthly poſſeſſion anſwerableto the heire 
naturall, and Circumcifion in the flz{h, as a ſeale ro confirme the ſame upon condition of the like 

faith and obedience, and ſo to walke as ſuch circumciſed in heart, So God would be their God,to 
bleſſe, increaſe,and to bring them into their promiſed inheritance;as Dexr.r, But in the ſubſtance, 
the heavenly Canaas, a ſpirituall inheritance, anſwerable to the heire ſpirituall, and Circumcifie 
on in the heart,as the ſcale of the Spirit, to confirme faith inthe free and abſolutepromile of life, 
and faith required not of man, asa condition, but in man,as the work of the Spirit of grace inthe 
heart, by which the ſame is made capable to joyne in covenant with God by Pith, And though ; 
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that Infants were in the firſt, yet not at all in the laſt ; as viſibly to appeare-in the covenant afore: 
ſaid, untill their faith fo declares them | | 
And furPher, conſider of it thus ; firſt;that no beleever now can ſo ſtand to his ſeed, as Abrahans 
of old did unto his ſeed, except he aſſumes the place of Abraham, and alſo his fatherhood over all 
the faichfull, But if any beleeyer ſhould ſo farre preſfme as to aſſume eAbrehams place, and fa- 


therhood upon him, yet another cannot doe ſo, Except we make many eAbrabams, and fo all - 


fathers, and no children. 

eAud if it be ſaid, that every beleever in his owne familic u an Abraham, 

If it be fo, then he is the ſame unto his ſervants as well as to his children,for ſo was Abraham. 

But ſome. will ſay, that a beleever is an Abraham onely to his own perſonall ſeed, as Abraham was, 

Then a beleever would have a greater priviledge then ever Abraham had; for the covenant was 
not founded upon Abrahams perſonall ſeed, tor had it been ſo,then the priviledgesghereof would 
have reached to all «Abrahams perſonall feed, as well as to /aac, But this it did not, for Abraham 
begot many children of his own body beſides 1/aac,who ſhared.not with him, neither in thecove- 
nant or priviledges thereof ; as Ge$.25.1. to 6. The like it is with the beleevers ſeed, to which the 
covenant lyes, not in any refpeR, as to a particular ſeed,but joyntly conlidered together as a bo- 
dy, and ſo the Church of Chriſt, and their oft-{pring, ſeed, or children, as aforeſaid, confidered, 
are the generation of the righteous, ſucceeding them in the faith, not in the fleſh. And this isthe 
ſced that God fo highly exalteth in Scripture, and promiles ſo many blcſlings unto. 

And ſecondly it was not Abrahams perſonall being in the covenit,nor yer his faich that brought 


* in his ſeed, or admitted the ſame to the (eale thereof, but onely Gods ſpeciall commandement;for 


both eAbraham and many others were in the covenant of grace long before Circumcifiun was ad- 
miniſtred ; and the reaſon why ſuch were not ſealed with circumcition before that time, was be- 
cauſe that God no where had commanded the ſame. No more can a beleeyers being in the cove« 
nant now, bring in his ſeed, nor admit of the ſame to Baptiſme, without Gods ſpeciall confmand 
for the ſame now, as eAbraham had then, otherwiſe they proud!y afſume a priviledge above their 
father eAbraham, And though that beleevers are in ſome ſenſe under thAame covenant now, as 


- then, yet inno ſenſe under the ſame command,for then they muſt circumciſe, and not baptize,and 


that Males onely, and not females alſo, Burt as there is a new King, fo there mult be a new Law, 


- andas a new covenant,ſo a new ſt'jetza new Church mult have a new ſtate, & a new ordinance, 


\ 


a new commandement zo that as all things are become new, even ſo mult all be of God, whoſe 


- Willis to be obeyed in whatſoever he commands,which is the only ground of all mans obedience ; 


for no man can be ſaid ro obey God in doing that which he hath not commanded : therefore ſee- 
ing there is no command from the Lord for the Baptizing of Intants, as was for the circumciſing 
of Infants, though by Abraham they were citcumciled, yer by Chriſt, they ſhall not be baptized. 
And ſo I cometo the ſecond Argument, thus : 

If in the whol- body of Iſrael, as well Infants as men of yeares were baptized, and with the ſame Bap- 


 tiſme as ours 15,then Jnfants are now to be baptiz-d. as then th'y were: But un the whole body of the [[rae- 


lites Infants were baptized, and that with the ſame baptiſme ſpiritually that ours 1: therefore Infants are 
now to be beptized, 4 then they were, That it was the ſame bapti/me with ours ſpiritually is evident ; the 
other Ordinances there mentioned were the ſame ſpirituaby with ours, tor they eate the ſame ſpiritual] 
meate,and dranke the ſame ſpirituall drinke with us,1{o7r.10, x 2,334: Therefore they were baptized 
with the ſame ſpiritnall baptiſme : Otherwiſe the Apoſtles argrnsent were not of force againſt the Corin- 
thians,if they were ot the ſame Sacraments With ours,nor the concluſion contained that the Corinthians 
ſhould be pun ſhed with the like puniſhment, if they committed the like ſins;therfore the argument is firme, 

In anſwer to this, I ſhall endeavour to be briefe,therefore let the Reader conſider well theſe Par- 


' riculars, Firſt, here God took unto himfelfe the whole body of theſe people the Jewes, who were 


his own people before by covenant z fur they were the ſeed of e1braham, and the family of Jacob 


(15) 
that came into «/£7ypt to ſojourne there; as Gen. 46, AF, 7, Now let the like be made to appeace 
that God ever took unto himfelfe the whole body of the Gentiles, as he did the Jewes, and it 
will be omewhat the ſame with the Gentils and their ſeed,as it was with the Jews arid their ſeed, - 
Bur if the one cantiot be proved, then the otber will not be granted: and fo this nt falls al 
ready. Secondly, here was no ordinance of the new Teſtament, much lefſe Baptilme adiminiftred 
upon any of the 1/+ae/ites at their departing out of «£gypf, but onely Gods great power & good- 
nefſe, declared by leading of his people through the maine Sea, in and by the which God did pre- 
ſerve them, and ſo delivered them up as It were to ſes, and to his Government and dire&ion; 
a9 a people preſerved in death, As in and by Baptiſte the partie being by the grace and power of 
God preſerved, he isdelivered up to Chtiſt, to his Government and difeCion, as one riſeh fron 
death, with a new life to God ; as Row, 6, Col.2, Gal. 3. The I/ractites Baptiſme in the Cloud and 
in the Sea, was onely inthe type or ſhadow, and fo in the Letter of the old Teſtament,oppoſed to 
the Miniſtratign of the Spirit in the new Teſtament ; as 2 Cor.3.and is ours ſo far as the type ma 
agree with the truth and no further. So that in thetype and hgure it was theirs, but in the truth 
and ſubſtance it is ours ; Therefo:e that Baptiſme which os in the old Teſtament under a 
vaile, was not the fame Baptifmethat we have inthe new Teft4ment with the face open, 2 Cor, 3. 
And though that Infants were baptized with their Baptiſme, yet Infants are not to be baptized 
with our Baptifme;for we have an Altar whereof they have no right to eat Which ſerve the Tabernacle, 
Thirdly, that Infants were then baptized with the ſame Bapriſine ſpiritually that ours is; this F 
ſomewhat queltion, becauſe to be ſpiritually baptized, is to have the internall and fpirituall part 
of Baptiſme, and ſo the ſubſtance as well as the externall part, and then all ſuch ſo baptized as [ 
thinke muſt be ſaved, But many of them that were baptized in the Cloud & Sea,were overthrowne 
in the Wilderneffe, as a teſtimony of Gods wrath againſt them as Heb. 3. Therefore ſuch though 
they had the outward externall part, and ſo the ſhadow, yet not the internall and fpirituall part, 

the ſubſtance; and ſo not the ſame Bapriſme with ours fpiritually as affirmed. Againe, they were 

nor ſPirituall ſimply in themſelves confidered, for then the Egyptians and the cattell that went 
out of «/£gype with them, ſhould have ſo partaken of them , forthe «/£gyprianseate of the Man-= 
na, and the cattell dark of the water, and all paſſed through the Sea, Therefore they were ſpiri- 
tuall only as they ſerved to ſome ſpirituall end or uſe appointed by God, and that was as they fig- 
nified & held out ſome ſpirituall thing, So that ſuch are ſaid to eate of the ſame ſpirituall meate, 
and to drinke the ſame ſpirituall drinks, which are capable ſo for toeate and to drinke of them,as 
they are ſpiritua)l things. And fo the bleſſed Apoſtle applycs the ſame unto Fathers, as men of 
yeares and ſo capable, and not unto Infants,neither doe I finde Infants puniſhed among the 1/rae- 
Fites inthe Wilderneſſe, nor yet threatned by the Apoſtle among the Corinthians in the Apoſtles 
ſenſe. And this way catries the Apoſtles Argument in force againſt the like finners amongthe Co« 
rinthians, or any other people; for the {cope of the Apoſtles Argument is to informethe Corinthse 
ans, and foall others as well, that no outward priviledge whatſoever, ſhall ſecure atiy people from 
puniſhment that goe on in finne. And to make this appeareto be true, he preſents them with an ex- 
ample of Gcds dealing with his own people of old, even our fathers, who had as great outward 
priviledges as any the Corinthians had, and yet for all this, upon theix going on in fmne, God Pit 
niſhed themaccordingly.. | ee” rape AY Ck 
Bur what forall this ; Suppoſe all be granted, that the whoteBoty of the 7/-44titz?, roget Heb 
with their [nfants, paſſed through the Sea, and were all baptized unto Moſes in the Cldud;andin 


floHh, unto the ſameend, and b the Nike compar, as all thEformier was ;, for the 1/7de/irey had'a 
fþeciall commiand from God for'al] that they did ; ts'depart with their Infanrs obcof « Exyp by 
name;atidtopaſſe through the'Sea, atidto follow'ehe ” ond; and to doe. whatfoever was - 
| 2 


(16) | 
ther by them, or theic Infants, Now if there be not the like occafion, end, and command from 
the Lord, to the Gentils, for them to baptize their Infants, as here was for the 1/raclites, then the 
Argument isinfirme, and of no worth ; but there is no ſuch command from God for the ſame : 
ThercforeKhough that the 1/raclires Infants were baptized then, yer the Gentiles Infants muſt not 
be baptized now, And ſo I come to thethird Argument, laid downe thus. 

T here us one and the ſame conſideration of the fr fruits, and the lumpe, the roote and the branches , 
but the firſt fruits and roote beleeving Parents are holy and muſt be baptized, therefore Infants the lumpe 
aud branches are holy, and muſt be baptized alſo. The firſt part is cleare from the Law,of ſanttifying the 
reſt of the fruits, by offering the firſt fruits, therageing nothing more required, The ſecond ts cleare frons 
Rom, 11. 16. with 1 (or. 9. 14. Both which places are of a like conſideration, and have the [ame ſenſe 
and meaning ; and for the latter, it is I ſuppoſe miſtaken, when it 1s m—_— to be the ſame with that 
which # ſpoken before,of Infidels perſons ſan{tified to the beleever, ſo as that the beleever might dwell with 
the Infidell daily ; for if the meaning were ſo, then the Apoſtles argument Were none at all ; for this might 
be queſtioned in the nature of the thing as well as the former, and therefore if he intended Ferbing elſe, he 
ſaid nothing to cleare the Generall, and the ſcruple from thence. Beſides the Apoſtle ſaith two things ; 
firſt, that to the pure, all things areÞure and ſanRikied, rherefore a beleeving husband or wife might 
dwell With an Infidell yoke-fellow, 

The ſecond thing 1s, that by vertue of a beleevers eſtate in grace, all his fruit i holy, and partakers of 
the ſame ſtate of grace with him; = they do by ſome evill att of theirs deprive themſelves of it as Eſau 
and [{hmael, and ſuch like have done. The Apoſtle ſpeaking therefore of a twofold holineſſe , the one not 
in the thing it ſelf , but to another uſe; the other of the thing it ſelf, it cannot be but ſinful for to con= 
found them, T hus lies the argument, and the grounds proving the ſame Word for word, 

In anſwer to which, I ſhall firſt call over againthe Argument it ſelf, and ſpeak a word to that, 
and then more fully examine the truth of ic in the grounds alledged to prove the ſame, 

The Argument = there is one and the ſame conſideration of the firſt fruits and the Jump, the 
root and the branches, Burt the firſt fruits and root beleeving parents are holy, and muſt be dapti- 
ſed. Therefore Infants the lump and branches are holy alfo, and muſt be baptiſed. Let the wiſe 
hearted Reader obſerve the fallacie in this Propoſition, & the ſtrength wh#h bears up all the buil- 
ding that is laid upon the ſame, is onely taken for granted without proof, Firſt for the root that is 
heretaken for granted, but no way proved to be belceving parents , which I deny as hereafter ] 
ſhall manifeſt to the contrary by Gods aſſiſtance, Secondly, that Infants are pur for the lump and 
branches, which I alſo deny, as in due place will appear, Theſe being preſuppoſed,the argument 
is grounded upon the words of the Apoſtle, Rows. 11. 16, As the firſt fruits are holy, ſo s the lump: 
and the root being holy, ſo are the branches, Gathering from hence, that as the firſt fruits to God did 
ſanAikie all the reſt of the ſame lump ; ſo belceving parents ſanRike all their ſeed that proceeds 
from their loyns, And ſoas the firſt fruits, and the root being beleeving parents arc holy : even ſo. 
the lump and branches being their Infants are holy alſo, and fo to be baptiſed as their parents 
are; which is a meer fallacic,and farre from the intent of the Apoſtle in thoſe words. And for our 
betterunderſtanding of the ſame, let us a little examinethe Scriptures alledged : and firſt for Row, 
11-16, The — ſcope of the Apoſtles diſcourſe in this Chapter is concerning the Jews brea- 
king off, and the occaſion of it; as alfo their calling by the Goſpel, who were the people of God 
ina two fold confideration,;Firſt, as they were a nationall peopleaccording to the fleſh, with ma- 

- ny outward priviledges ſutable to the fame; by which God declared himſeltco be their God, and. 
they his people above all others in the world. Secondly, ſome of them God owned ina more ſpe- 
ciall manner, with reference to his gracious covenant made with e Abraham, and eſtabliſhed with. 

aac, and bis ſeed after him for aneverlaſting covenant : As Gen, 37, which conſideration cannot 
of the Jews nationally conſidered, as I have formerly proved, For if fo, then all the whole 
nation,mult have been in a true and ſaving eſtate of grace ; ando all of them to have been ſaved, 
Mts a or 
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or elſe to fall from an eſtate of grace. So that as God had then a nationall Church and people; * 
even ſo had he for the ſame alſo nationall priviledges both for order , ordinances and govern» 
ment. Which order cannot now be expeQted for us Gentiles under the new — though 
that God admitted them ll alike tothe outward priviledges in the type, yet God another 
confideration of them in reſpe& of the ſubſtance; as not to approve of them all in his holy Cove- 
nant ofgrace, Yetof that whole body in generall, Abraham according to the fleſh was the ſtock 
or root from whom they ſprong as naturall branches, as 79+, 8. Which nationall people muſt be 
conſidered in a two-fold reſpe&, Firſt, a civill tate or common-wealth under a civill govern- 
ment, as Kings, Judges, and other the like Governexs of that nature, Secondly, a Church confift- 
ing ofan holy Aﬀembly of worſhip and worſhippers : and ſoa ſpirituall ſtate with the like go- 
vernment 0. governors; as Prielts, Prophets, and the like of that nature, All which held fellow- 
ſhip and commnaion together, becauſe God took into one body that whole Nation for his own 
people. Or ur one head comprehending them all, which was eAbraham, from whom they- 
deſcended as children ſpringing from the loyns of a father, All which fo ſpringing out of his 
loynsdid afſume to themſelves an equall right and priviledge in Gods gracious covenant made- 
with Abraham and his ſeed, ſuppoſing God had bound his cotenant generally upon himrand his 
ſeed in his naturall generation after the fleſh. But God reſpeRing in the ſame onely his choſen in 
Chriſt, with whom he confirmed his Covenant with /aac in reference to Chriſt; Gen, 1 7.Gal.3. 
Who in Gods own time he cals them to the faith, that they might appear to whomthey belong, 
Rom.$ 28,29,30, Gal.4.4 6, Thele the Apoſtle ever defends againſt the generall reje&ion of that 
nation, For though ſuch were reje&ed as were not elefted, this made not the promiſe of God of 
none effe& to thoſe who ſtood firm in the covenant by grace in Chriſt Jeſus as branches in their: 
root. Which grace the reſt oppoſed, and were caſt off tor their unbeleet: and when thefulnefle of 
Godstime is come to call them to belicf, they ſhall be received again into their former eſtate as: 
alive from thedead, as Rows. 11, 23, 24. Luke 15, 24, 

Therefore the Apoltle after he hath proved the rejeRion of the Jews, he labours to make good 
the faithfulneſſe of God in his ——_ of grace, and the eftcQuall power of the Goſpel in the 
avingeffeRs thereof irfluch as beleeved through grace, though the Jews in their nationall reſpe&t 
were rejeed, and ſo few of them gained to the truth: as Rom. 3, 3, 4. Rom, 9.6, Roms. 11, And he: 
gives a reaſon of it thus: though that the Jews were all under an outward form of proteffion of 
Gods name and truth, and ſo his people in thatreſpe&; yer there was but a remnant that he ap- 
proved of in the Covenant according to his eleQion ot grace, unto whom the promile of life 
did belong. As Rom, g. 6, 7,8, Rom, 11.5, 7. Now totheſe Gods ſpeciall care is to perform his 
Covenant, and all thathe promiſed to them in their father Abraham, with reference to Chriſt, in 
whomas the rqgt God eſtabliſhed his holy Covenant for theſe his holy branches. Rom. g. 11.12, 
23. Rom: 11,1,2. Rom. $, 28,29, 30. Rom. 11. 26.2, Pet. 3.9, Now the lump generally con- 
fidered, comprehends all, both the firſt fruits and the latter: tor —_ the firſt fruits were part of 
the lump, it could not give teſtimonie that the lump was holy; which lump ſo conſidered is Gods 
ele&, and choſen in Chriſt, ugeh reference to their beleeving in him : and fo the approved ſub- 
je&s of Gods gracious Covenint, and heirs apparent to the kingdom of Chriſt. In which ſence 
God had one and the ſame reſpe&unto all, andevery part of the ſame lump, and that was as he 
confidered the ſame in a conformitie to his Son, as the end of his ele&ion..Rom. 8, 28, 29, 30, 
Epheſ.1.8. 45,6. 1.Pet.1.1,2, Sothatchere is in the ſubſtance of truth one and the ſame con«= 
fideration in the firſt fruits and the lump, according to what is laid down in the propoſition; the 
lump being as aforeſaid a remnant according to Gods cle&ion, with reference to faith, and ſo 
approved ſubicQs in his holy Covenant, appearing in Abrahams, Iſaacs and Facobs beleeving as 
the firſt fruits of the ſame. | 

Now as thoſe ficlt fruits of that bleſſed crop Do holy Covenant were. holy -onely ſo ap- 
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ring( for we ſpeak of viſible things) ſo is the lump out of which theſe firſt appeared by faith. 
= w_ of the ſame alſo holy in the ſame conſideration. Again, the lump Sfich Ne vs 
ſpake of, iggo be underitood of the Jews, and notof the Gentiles,as he here applies it; For though 
he ſpeaks tothe Gentiles, yet here he {peaks of the Jews, For in the Chapter rehe labours ts 
provoke the Jews to receive the Goſpel, as ver/. 14. Therefore he intends the Jews by the firſt 
fruits of the lump. The ficlt fruits the beleeving fathers , as aforeſaid, that firſt appeared in the 
Covenant of grace, in ſuch a way by faith, and ſo holy was that remnant which God had Qil! 
among them, with reference to the ſame ſtate the firſt fruits were in, and ſo holy ; the ſame confi- 
deration isto be had of the Jump, with referee to that ſtate which God in his time ſhall cal! 
them unto by his Goſpel, and o arc holy alſo : for this mrſt reſpeCta viſible holinefle ſutable to 
that in the firſt fruits, otherwiſe it makes nothing for the thing in hand, 
All which well conſidered, will leave no place for Infants in this lump according to the A 
ſtles intent; for look what were the ſubjets of Gods eleftion, the ſame is the ſubje&gnatter of this 
lump, Bur the firft were perſons conſidered in Chrilt by faith, as hath been proved, and thegefore 
theſe the ſame and not Infants. As Ephe/. 1. 4. 
But if any Will ſay that ſuch as art ele fed and after come to beleeve, they Were firſt Infants and then 
elefted, and beloved of God, and ſo holy in their infancie, 
So it may be ſaid of the reprobate, that he is firit an infant, and the ſame in his infancie : but 
weare to walk by a rule, and to judge of perſons by the word of God , and therein to ſee who 
they are that God by his Word approves of; and we to do the fame, and then as the Word of 
God condemnes none but with reſpe& to aQtrall fin, no more dothit juſtific any without reſpe&t 
to aQtuall faith, and ſo to ſee in the Goſpel what perſons the fame approves of to be true ſubjes 
of grace, ſuch as may bejultified, and jultly imputed members of the body cf Chriſt,redeemed by 
his blood, and fo true heirs of glory, and to be inveſted into all the priviledges of grace b bap- 
tiſme. Now whether the Goſpel inrights or admits any perſons unto thete' ho priviledges, 
without reſpeCt to their aCtuall beleeving in Chriſt: but this no where appears in the new Tefta- 
ment, which is the onely will of Chrilt that is now in force, for the apprgving or derlaring the 
lawfall ſubjefts of the ſame; therefore no infants here admitted, untill rhey appear beleevers in 
Chriſt, and ſo the ſecond fruits of the Jump, anſwerably to the firſt fruits : tor the firſt fruits ever 
imply a ſecond of the ſame kind. As x Cor. 15, 20.23. Revel. 14.4, Rom:16. 5, and 8.23, 
Now for the root and branches, a word or two of that alfo, ' | 
By root here, is that from which the Jews were cut off, and the Gentiles grafte# iq; and that is 
not onely | elceving parents, and ſo the ſame with the firit truits, as the argument affirmes , but 
Chriſt myſtically conſidered, with reference to the rules of order, ordinances and government, 
laid down in the new Teſtament, for all ſuch to beleeve, and ſubmir unto, that God approves true 
ſubjc&s of the ſame, In feſpe&t of which Chriftiscalled a Vine, a root, and the formdation. 7oh, 
15+ I. 5. Rem, 15.12, Rev, 5.5.22.16, 1/a. 28, 16. T Cor. 3.11. Eph, 2.20, Upon which founda- 
tion the true prepared matter for the building is laid, which are ſuch as have a diſcernable prin- 
.ciple of grace and faith, by which they are onely capable liances to be grafted in the ſtock or 
root, and to be joyned as members to their head, and ſo becomes an orderly body, as x (cr, 12, 
In which reſpett it is called the houſhold of faith; the Church of God, and che body af Chritt: 
Gal. 6,10. Att.20.28, Epheſ” 1, 22,23, Col. 1.24, Which body conſiſting of particular metybers, 
as ſo many branches abiding in their olive tree; vine andtoot, Chriſt their head; who as the root 
feeds the whole body, ſo with neuriſhmenr and fatnefſe, thatevery branch receiving of the ſame 
by faith becomes fruitful, As oh. 15. 5. with Row.11.17. Col.2.19. Epbeſ. 4, 15.16. Thatthe 
root is meant Chriſt as aforeſaid, with reference to the rulesof the-Goſpel, and ſo as he is Iaid'as 
the foundation of the new Teſtament appears in this : firſt in that he is the root or oliye-rree', cur 
of whichche Jews are caſt, and the Gentiles grafted in, Row; 11. 19.19,23;24. 
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condly, in that the Apoſtle charges the Gentiles if they boaſt in themſelves againſt the Jews, 
L_ — the root, gre rootthem:; vey, 18, that is, thou T_ not to have the truch of 
grace, and ſonot the true naturevf the root and life of Chriſt in thy heart; but onelyan ouward 
forme of the profeſſion of him, As J#b.15.2. . 

Thirdly, from the conſideration of that which the Jews refuſed, and the Gentiles received, 
which was Chriſt aforeſaid, Therefore it is Chrilt in his myſticall order and government amongſt - 
his Saints, that is here the root and olive tree, with his Spirit in his ordinances, iſſuing forth ſap 
and fatneſſe of life and comfort into every beleevingheart asa branch of the lame. 

This will yet more cleately appeare, and conſider what was the Jewes owne naturall roote and 
Olive tree, whereof they were natucall branches, onely by faith, as the Apoſtle ſo declares them, 
ver, 20, 21, 24, Which was union and communion onely with God in all his divine ordinances of 
worſhip, the manner and forme of which was that mofaicall and typicall order of the old Teſta« 
ment, in. whick reſpeC& the Jews were the firſt thatever God tooke in communion with himſelfe in 
ſuch anoly way of worſhip, and therefore called the firſt fruits of his love ir-that reſpe&, and nat. 
rall branches, Which order and manner of worſhip ( but no&the matter ) being changed at the 
coming of Chrilt in the fleſh, and a new forme an4 order fer up by him, called the Goſpel or new 
Teſtament,which order they oppoſed and were reje&ed: thus was Chriſt the precious tryed corner 
ſtone, and ſure /oundation laid in Sion 3 as E/a..28. 16, 2 Cor, 3,11, 17et, 2.6, And wasto the 
Jew a ſtumbling ſtone, and rock of offence; as x Per. 2. 7,5. A, 4. 11. For which the Kingdome 
was taker, from them ; as Afar, 21. 41, 42,43, Thatis, they were caſt out of fellowſhip and com« 
munion with God, in reſpe of his worthip and ſervice for this their unbeliefte, and the Gentiles 
that did ſubmit to the Gotpel were taken in,for the worſhippers of God under the newTeſtamenr, 
and ſo ſtand in relation to God, as heires of the Kingdome both of grace and glory by faith in 
Chriſt, And when God pleaſes to call them by the Goſpel to beleevein his Sonne, and ſubmit un- 
to hing as he is the Medtatour of the new Teſtament, then ſhall they be received againe into their 
old fellowſhip and communion with God, as of old, to {erve and worſhip him againe, according 
to the orders and rules of Chriſt in the Goſpel, as of old they did according to the order and rules 
of Moſes inthe Law. 

And thus the Apoſtle proves their firſt eſtate to be holy, as firſt fruits of that holy and bleſſed re- 
lation they ſtood in to God by faith. From which tor their unbeliefe they arecut off, and the Gen- 
tiles by faith admitted in, of meere grace, and not to boat: and yet there is a remnant of them to 
be called as the lumpe, and a ſecond truit, which arealfo holy in reference to the firſt fruit of the 
ſame holy roo, as aforeſaid. And as the rooteit ſelte is holy, fo ſhall theſe branches be when they 
came to be grafted in againe to their owne roote or Olive tree, as at the firſt, which is union and 
communion with Godin his holy way ot worſhip, under the Goſpel as of old under the Law. 
And ſo much for the roote or Olive tree, which muſt be underſtood of Chriſt my ſtically confidered, 
and not of beleeving parents, as aforeſaid. 

Now a word of the branches, which cannot be meant of Infants, but beleevers onely in the A- 
poſtles ſenſe, being holy. 

Firſt, They are branches onely in the ſame conſideration as they ſubfiſtand-grow in the roote or 
Vine, and G beare the true nature of the ſame, by which they appeareto be holy; by the fruits 
thereof. Chritt, as aforeſaid, —_ roote or'vine, the branches can- no way be ſaid to ſubfift 
and to grow in him as their roote, but onely by taith, and he in themby his Spiric, without which 
there is no holines in the. Apoſtles ſence, who ſpeaks of ſuch a holines as is produced in the branch, . 
by the holy roote, in which ingrowes and fo-partakes of the nature of the roote, by vertue of the 
union and communion it hath with theſame ; all which is by faith, asthe Word reveales, 

Secondly, T here isno branch that isalive inthe Vine, but partakes of the life and ſap of the 
ſame, by vertue of which the branch though never ſo young and fmall, is diſcovered. to bealive, 
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and inabledto bring forth,in its ſeaſon, ſuch fruit as by which the ſame may be diſcerned : ſo it is 
here by theſe ſpirituall branches , they cannot properly be called branches in the Apoſtles ſence, 
but as. theypartake of the life and grace of Chriſt,their true vine and olive tree,by which they ap. 
peareatthe leaſt to be alive in him by faith, and inabled by the ſame to bring forth ſuch fruits as 
may diſcover them to be in the Covenant of grace, and fo to be admitted unto the priviledges 
thereof, as Fob. 15. 1.7. Nature it ſelfe teaches as much, for no man will admit of dead plants to 
be ſet in his vineyard, or grafted Into a ſtock, but onely ſuch as are capable to comply with the 
| Came, inthe ſap, and nouriſhment thereof, to ehe end it may grow and bring forth fruit : and 
it is with Chriſt, who comes not ſhort of nature, and therefore he admits not of any dead plants 
to be ſetin his ſpirituall vineyard, or dead members to be joyned to his myſticall body, but onely 
ſuch as by faith are capable to comply with the head, Neither took he for himſelf a compounded 
body, confiſting of both living and dead members, which all are that have not aliging principle 
of grace & faith in him, which all beleevers Infants have not; nor any at all, untill hey are borne 
againe ofthe Spirit, as Job, 3.5, 6. The Church of God, which is the myſticall body of Chrik, is 
not a mixt company, but onely ont ſubſtantial and royall ſubſtance, ſutableto her head & mar- 
ter, by which ſhee was produced, being the immortall ſeed of the Word ; and therefore one holy 
ſpirituall uniforme compaRed body, beth for natureand forme, Cavr. 6. 9, Hal.2, 15. Zph.s, 
14.to 22, Joh, 4.23. All which confidered, proves the body of Chrift, or Church of God under 
the new Teſtament, not to confift of Infants, neither in whole nor in part ; and fo the branches 
aforeſaid,not to be underſtood of Infants, but beleevers. . 
end if any objett from the words of Chrift, Mat. 18, 6, ſpeaking there of ſome little ones that be. 
deeved in him, and from thence gather that Infants have faith, &c. X 
Theanfwerin a word is this; ThatI am for all that belceve, and onely for them, whether they 
| be Infants or others;(o that their faith be vifible,as ic may be diſcerned,otherwiſe it concerns no- 
*thing the point in hand; ſor weare upon vilible things, ſuch as may be judged of by the W8rd of 
God, Againe, little children that beleeve, in the Scripture ſenſe, are ſuch as be little and weake in 
the faith, and ſo babes in Chriſt, as = 2. 1Cor.3.1.3. Heb,5, 12*%3. 


But it is ſaid, that the Church of the Fewes of old, and the Church of the Gentiles now, are one in na- 
tare, as they are both the Church of God, and ſo Infants in the one,as they were in the other and the ſame 
priviledges to the one, as to the other, &c. 

I have before ſhewed the large difference between the Jewes and tho Gentiles, in reſpeR of their 
outward priviledges; but a word or two more, and ſoend, The Church of God under the old 
Teſtament, and that now under the new, for nature are one, in reference to the Ele& of God, cal- 
led to the faith, and by the ſpirit of grace united to Chriſt, as the branches to their vine,and ſo an 
holy plant of Gods planting ; of which indeed the true Church of Chriſt conſiſts ; and therefore 
God did ever put a diſtinQtion in At&rahams ſeed, even from Abraham to Chriſt ; as in Abrabam, 
between [/aac and Iſmael, Gen,17, 20,21. Gen, 21, 11,1213 in 1ſaac, between Jacob and Eſaw, 
Gen, 25, 23, Rom.g, 11, 12. in Jacob, between Ephraim and Manaſe, Gen. 48. 13,14.16,17,18, 
19. And thus the holy Ghoſt figuratively pointed at a difference in Abrahams ſeed, between the 
children ofthe fleſh, & the children of God, Rom.g.6,7, 8. And though God didthus diſtinguiſh 
in Abrahams poſteritie.yet there could not be the like dividing in the ſame,they heing a nationall 
people, confitting both ofa Church,and fo ſpirituall, and of a common wealth, and ſo all under 
acivill worldly government. Which nation God crowned with many cutward poo he 
never did any people in the earth, they being the firſt people that God ever tooke into covenant 
with himſelfe in ſuch a way 3 by whom he raiſed himſelte a name and fame in all the world, and 
ſo his peculiar treaſure, to whom he committed great matters of truſt, as P/al.135 4, Rom.3.1, 2. 

' & 9.4. Eph.2.12: Ot whom came Chriſt the Saviour of man, and therefore ſalvation is ſaid to be 
- of the Jewes; as Row.g.5. 704.4. 22, In reſpe of which there was a bleſſed promiſe paſſed upon - 
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the Jews, for the bringing forth of the Meſſias, and the promiſed ſeed, fn whom all Nations 
rot be bleſſed, fy (re-bhe all of that nation were admitred to the outward priviledges, as 


figures of him which that Nation was to bring forth : ſo that a fruitfull wombe was nes a 
that 


reat bl among the Jews, not knowing who mighe be ſo honoured a3 to bring 

bleſſed and all bleſſing ſeed. And therefore God honoured the naturall birth among the Jews, 
' with ſuch outward bleſſings and priviledges that belongs nar to the Gentiles at all. T he Gentiles 
now are to look for their bringing forth of Chriſt according to the Spirit, as the Jews did then 
according to the fleſh : and likewiſe their birth, and theic ſeed in all things ſutable to the ſame, As 
7oh,3.3-5,6. oh.x,12, 13.and therefore we are fa now to know no man after the flcth , no 
nor Chriſt himſelfas the Jews did, not Chriſt himſelf after the fleſh, 2 Cor, 5, 16, and Circum- 
cifion was one priviledge of the fleſh; as Phil, 3. 4, 5. Therefore though that the Jews infants 
7 were admitted to all thoſe outward priviledges being a nationall people, and fo a nationall bo» 
Z die, with a natuvall birth, and the like ſeed in generall, yet the Gentiles infants cannot be admit= 
&F tedtotheir (pirituall priviledges, they being a perſonall people, called by the Word of grace, 
and ſo a ſpiritual! body with a ſpirituall birth, and the like ſeeq, 

And fo much for the meaning of the Apoſtle, Rows. 11.16, which makes nothing forthe bap- 
tifing of [nfants, but altogether againſt the ſame, the words not being well conſidered, and there- 
fore miſapplied ; the firſt fruits being ſuch as firſt ſo appeared of Gods eleCt by faith in ſuch a way 
of grace by Gods receiving and approving of them in hirholy covenant, under ſo many gracious 
promitſes., The lump, ſuch a remnant in the eleion of grace, chiefly of the Jews,with reference 
tothe ſame ſtate of grace and faith in Chriſt, as the firlt fruits were in, when God fo approved of 
them, And fo a ſecond fruits following the firſt fruits of the ſame kind, which firſt fruits did ever 
preſuppoſe the ſame. And ſo for the root and branches, the root Chriſt myſtically conſidered as - 
aforeſaid, as the Scriptures hold him forth. The branches ſuch as grow in him by faith, and he 
in they by his Spirit, by which they are alive in their vine. All which are underſtood of belce- 
vers, and not of Infants, and ſo with reſpe& to their calling and not to their infancy; as A#.2.39. 
which promiſe is in no cgher ſence tothe chiliIren then to the parents ; and that is cither to turn 
them from their ſins, by calling them to repentance. As Att.3,19 20.25.26. or tocomfort them 
fo turned; or repenting by tendring and applying to them the promiſed Saviour Chriſt Jeſus ; as 
AF. 13.13.26 32,33. 38, 39. Andas God hath not grounded hiseleftion of grace in the ſeed of 
beleevers, but in the good pleaſure of his will: no more hath ke the diſpenſation of the ſame in 
his gracious Covenant, but in his free and effeQuall call to beleeve in his Son, in whom they were 
ele&ed to the ſame; which call to the faich makes the onely difference between them and others, 
and not their being the ſeed of beleevers by a naturall birch, For we arealike by nature, children 
of wrath as well the ſeed of beleevers as any others, conſidered in any perſonall reſpet; as Res, 
3.9. £ph.2 3, Whoſe happineſſe depends upon that blefſed change, and pirituall birth by which 
they are born again, and called to beleeve in the Lord of lite ;and not their being the ſeed of a 
beleeving parent; for {© one may be and periſh as ſoon as any others, 

And now for the other Scriprures, 2 Cor. 7. 14. it this be ot the ſame conſideration with the 
former, then the ſameis anſwered with that, and fo they are both void in reſpe& of the end for 
which they are alledged;namely,to prove the holineffe of infants being in the Covenant of grace 
and life, by vertue of their being the children of beleeving parents, and ſo to have right to Bap- 
tiſme, Bur I do not underſtand this Scripture to be of the ſame conſideration with the former, 
and therefore a word or two of this alſo. z 2+ ther tooth 

And for the underſtanding of the Apoſtle in the fame, its good firſt to confides what that ho: 
lineſſe is whith inrights perſons to the priviledgrs of grace, and that is one of eſe two ar the 
leaſt; Either the holinefſe of Chriſt, in'fiom God Tooks upori his children, and approves of 
iem holy in him, and ſo to have right through his Son to all things both in grace and glory. | 
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encration, appearing in the holy fruits and effeQs thereof, by which ſuch perſons appear, to 
- have right to the atoreſaid priviledges, before men who mult judge of the _ by thefruic,and 
of buth by the Word of God. Ephe/. 4. 34. Tir. 3.5.1, Pet,1.15,16, Hebr. x2, 14. There is no 
other holKeffe that proceeds from Gods holy Covenant, or that can inrighttoany priviledge of 
grace now under the Goſpel. For whatſoever can truly inright any perton to the priviledges of 
grace, the (ame intights to glory. For no lefſecan inright to grace, then what inrights to glory, 


So that if this be ſuch a holineſle, thei Jook how many it inrights to Baptiſme, ic alſo incights 
to glory : and ſoall that are baptiſed, being children of beleevers, and ſo holy, muſt be ſaved or 
elſe fall from grace, But neither of thele dof beleeve for truth,and therefore this holinefſe muſt 
be ſome other holineſſe then that which tends to life cternall, Ic is Gaid, the unbeleeving wife is 
holy, or ſanRified which is all one by the husband; and the unbeleeving husband by A wife: 
and if it were not (©, your children would be unclean alſo ; but in that che unbeleeving husband 
and wife is holy by the beleevers, ſo are your children by the ſame means holy likgwiſe. Forthe 
ſame way the children would be unclean, by the ſame rule of contraries they are holy. Burt if 
unbeleeving husband were not ſanCtified by the wite, and che unbelceving wite by the belceving 
husband; now if they werenot this ſanCtificd the one to the other, that 1o they might lawfully 
continue together as husband and wife, their children would be unclean, in that they were be- 
gotten in an unlawfull way, for here the uncleanneſle of the unbeleeving and unſanRitied parents 
if in caſe they wereſo: and the uncleannes of the children is the ſame: even ſo on the contrary,the 
unbelceving husband being ſanRified by the beleeving wite, that ſo they may lawtully continue 
together in that honourable way of marriage, and the bed undefiled, hence your children are ho- 
ly. Which holineſſe of the children and the ſanAirie of the unbeleeving parents is the ſame ; op- 
poſed to the uncleanneſſe in opPoſition to the ſame. So that as the one isuncleanneſſe of the fl:th, 
ſo is the other the holinefſe of the fleſh, compared with theſe together : Ezra 10.2. 3.1, Sam, 21. 
415-1 Cor, 6,18, and 7.1, 2.1 Theſ. 4.3, 4. And for the two-fold holinefle that is noted in the 
Argument to be conſidered in the Apoitles words, the one not in the thing it ſelt but to aftother 
ule ; and the other of the thing it ſelf, and therefore (in to confound them, 

This is in part true, for the holineſſe of the children isnot onely ſuch # relative holineſſe as to 
another uſe, as the unbeleever to the beleevers uſe, and no more; but the holincfle of the children 
relts in themſelves, as the ſubjeCts thereof by nature, being begotten and born in that lawfull and 
honourable way of marriage by Gods appointment, and to holy and clean in oppoſition to ſuch 
as are begotten and brought forth in a way of uncleannefle, as adultery, fornication , and the 
like. Ard whereas itis ſaid, that if this were the meaning of the Apoſtle, then he ſaid nothing 
for the clearing of the ſcruple, becaule this holinefſe of the childien might be queſtioned as well 
as their own, &c, To which I anſwer, and fay, that to expound the Apoſtle this way , makes 
onely for the clearing of the ſcruple, which ſcruple betell the Corinthians by reaſon of an Epl- 
{tle, which the Apoſtle writ to them before, as x { cr. 5 9. wherein he ſo prefſes them from ha- 
ving any communion or ſcllowſhip with any unclean perſan, in the wozſhip of God; which they 
underſtvod of civill commerce with the world, upon which they queſtioned the Jawtull retaining 
of their unbelceving hysband and wives,and to have communion with them in that neer relation 


of husband and wite in their civill commerce and ſocietie, And ſo much the more, having an exe , 
ample of the like nature inthe Law. Ezr4 10. 7, about which og they wrote to the Apoltle 
h 


for information, 1 Cer, 7, I. and queſtioned not their children, Wherel-y it appears they beld ix 
lawtull for to retain their children, To which the Apoſtle anſwers from a double ground, thus. 

1: Intha all things are CanRited co fuch as beleeyes as Tit, 1.25, and ſo is the unbeleeying 
wife to-the belee#thg husband. So that you may lawtplly live tOgether in.tbat comfortable eſtate; 
and ſocietic of marriage which God-hath ordained FEierrae witeto abide.in. (ee 

2+-It yqu judge your ſelyes to live i iuch a way.of uncſeannefſe upon which you muſt now 
: part, then - Childrer O DCSULTICU AIC UNC J, 6s, a: | allo: butiogtt _ 
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it lawfilll to retain your children; and not to put them away though you beleeye, and they do 
not, Thenmuch <w the unbeleeving parents as aforcſaid that bear them : for if the e be 
holy, then mitt the cauſe be alſo holy that produceth the ſame; which is Gods holy orlinance of . 
marriage, and not his holy covenant of grace, -Now-it had been in vain for the Apoſtle to have 
gone about to proye the lawfull reſtraining of the unbeleeving husband and wite from the hols 
nefe of their children being in the Covenant ; for nothing was more clear then this, that (ach 
children as are begotten in ancleannefſe were not approved of in Gods holy Covenant of life,nor 
any way holy either by Law or Goſpel, How thenTould this tend to remove the Corinthians 
ſcruple, to tell them they might lawfully continue together, becauſe their children were in the 
Covenant of grace and life, and ſo were holy; when as their ſcruple lay in matter of uncleannefſe 
upon which they were to part,.Now this muſt firſt be cleared, whether they were ſo or not in re» 
ſpe&of themſelyes, before ever they could beleeve the holinefle of their children, or any ſuch ro 

be in Gods gracious Covenant : for the children of adultery and fornication are debarred the 
holy Cvenant both in the Law and Goſpel. But if it be (aid that the ſcruple was about the un- 

lawfull commerce of the beleever with the unbelecyer, and not 6 their marriage; as if they lived 

in adultery and fornication, and fo the uncleannefle of thefleſh in that reſpeCt as if they were nor 

married, Now if this be true, that they ſcruple not their marriage ; then ic holds true alfo, that 

they did not queſtion thelawfull retaining oftheir children : And fo the Apoſtiesargument from 

the ſameis of force to prove the lawfull continuing of their parents alfo ; though the one called 

to the faith, and ſo a beleever, and the other not, In which reſpect they judged their children 

tree from that uncleanneſſe the unbeleeving parent was or might be guiltie of : ro which the Apo- 

ſtle anſwers and affirms, that the condition of the parents aud the children is one and the ſame 
inthe aforeſaid reſpeQs, If they put away the one as unclean, upon the ſame ground the other is 

unclean, and to be put away alſo. And as the one is holy, and to be retained ; upon the ſame 

grouricthe other is holy, and to be retained likewite. 

And Iconclude as I began, that the holineſſe here both ofthe unbeleeving parents and the chil- 
dren'is the ſame for nature, being oppoſed to one and the ſame uncleanneſle, which is onely the 
holineffe of the creature in a naturall reſpeCt; not the holineſſe of the gracious Covenant of life 
ina ſpirituall :eſpeCt, as it is affirmed. And fo this Scripture alſo hath nothing at all in it for the 
proving of Infants true ſubjeCts of Baptiſme, | 

One thing more in the Propoſition 1 cannot paſſe, which is this: That by vertue of a beleevers ſtate in 
grace, ail hus frmit is holy, and partakes with the ſame ſtate of grace with him; unleſſe they do by ſome 
att of theirs deprive themſelves of it, as Eſau and Iſhmael. 

A word briefly of this, aud fo I leave it as anſwered already, 

1. Ifthis be a truth, then one may be ſaved by another mans faith ; for here by vertue of a be- 
leevers ſtate in grace, all his fruit, that is, his children pertake of the ſame with him, and fo fare 
as he doth, onely by vertue of his grace or ſtate in grace, which is the ſame, And ſo by the fathers 
faith the children ſhare together with him in that grace which his faith inſtates him in, which is 
falvation it ſelf, | 

2. ThisdoQtrine takes away the being of originall finne, for here they are all holy, and par- 
takers of grace untill they commit ſome aQtuall tinne. Which denies any originall fin, for thas 
would make them unholy, though they never committed atuall fin intheir own perſons. 

3. [thayesa ground of falling out of an eſtate of grace; for by this doQrine Eſa» and /maet 
and all beleevers children are holy, and partakers of the ſame grace with ne CET they 
commit fin as Eſawand 1/1 did, and then to fall from the ſame as they did. | 

' And laſtly; this is falſe dodrine, for both E/ar and 1/-mzel were excluded from being ſubjefts 
of Gods ſaving grace before they committed aftuall fin. As Ger, 25,23, with Rom. 9.11. 12,13, 
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leave it as an old Creed bareerror, not worth any further medling with. And now to the fourth 
and laſt Argument, thus. 

If BapHhjm: ſucceeds circumcifion,then as infants Were to be circumciſed,ſo are $1fants to be baptized ; 
but Bapti/me /ucceeds circumciſion z as COl.2. 11, 12, Therefore as infants were circumciſed, [o art in- 

fants to be baptized. 

This Argument is ſomewhat weak,and therefore a weak anſwer ſhall ſerve ; What though Bap- 
tilme ſucc.eds circumciſion, mult it needs toilow, that as Infants were circumciſed, they muſt of 
neceflitie be baptized. The new Teſtament ſugceeds the old,muſt ic needs follow therefore that the 
ſame order be obſerved now, as was then ; All the whole houſhold of every familie among the 1/- 
raclites in «Egypt, aswell children as others, were to cate the Pafſeover, Excd. 12. 3, 4,' And the 
Lords Supper lucceeds that, and yet Infants are not approved as fit Communicants in the Lords 
Supper, becauſe they are not capable ſubjets, But itis a double myſtery,how perſons are fit and 
capable of union in a State, that are not fic and capable of communion in the ordinances of the 
ſame State. And more pyſticall, how one ſhould be a capable tubje& of Baptiſme, and nowof the 
Supper. I can ſee no Rule for ſuch a praftile in ail the booke of God); and its againfl the Rule of 
nature, that when a childe is borne,to keep it from fuod, The Chut ch of the new Teſtament ſuc- 
ceeds the old, but it will not follow thatthe like order and ſubjeRts ſucceed each other alſozfor no 
rejecd I/maelite or Eſau,are to be admitted either to union or communion in the Church un- 
der the new Teſtament by Chriſts appointment, therefore though that Baptiſme ſucceed circum- 
cifion, yet the ſame ſubjefts doe not to, T he two Teltaments are as Wills containing certaine Le- 
gacies, given and bequeathed to ſuch onely as whoſe names are expreſly ſet downe in the ſame; 
as Rev, 21. 27, In the old Teſtamentas the firit Will, a Male of eight dayes vId, or a Proſolyte, 
Exed. 12. 48, 49. Gen, 17, 10--14- 23: 25. fob. 8. Phil, 3. 4, 5, So in the new Teſtament, as the 
Latt Will of Chriſt, the Legacies therein contained, as the priviledges and blefling of Abraham,are 
given onely to ſuch as beleeve, and to none elle, Ga/.3.14 22 29. Rom. 8 19. & 411,12. &;9.7,8. 
Gal.3, 6,7, Thelcare ſuch as are begotten againe by the immorcall ſeed of the Word, borne of 
the Spirit, and ſo children cf Gud, and the onely true beiies of the KingFome of Chiiſt, with che 

riviledges thereof; as 7am.1.18 1 Pet. 2, 23.7.1 12,13. 70h.3.5,6 17 h.3.9,10. Rom, $. 17+ 

heſe are the holy ſeed, which God ſo approves of in the Scriptures, as ſubjeRs of grace,$& heires 
of life, and being in the covenant, they one]y have right to the priviledges thereof;and their chil- 
dren or of-ſpring are ſuch as ſucceed them in the (ame taith an1 ruth, and ſo are called the Gene- 
ration f the righteous, as ſucceeding each other in the way of righteouſnefle, and not their Infants 
or perſonall ſeed proceeding from their Ivy ns by carnall generation,as E/a 43.5 &44 3.& 54. 
3.& 59,21, 66,22, & 61.9, & 65,23. compare Rev 12.17.Gal.q.26,w 31, 

Theſe and the like Scriptures ſhew what is the right and true approved eed,unto which the pri- 
viledges of grace belong : ſo that althuugh Baptiſme ſucceeds Circumciſion, yet the difference is 
great, both in matter and manner,in perſons and things,Circumcilion ſealed to things temporall 
and carnall, as well as ſpiritual, and ſo were the {ubj:&s, and things to come. as under types and 
ſhadows, and ſo in a cloud and dat knefſe, Whereas Baptiſme hath tor its ſubjeRs children of the 
light, in the cleare evidence of the Spirit, with the face open, and confirmes faith inthings come, 
and alieady done; for Baptiſme ſeals cnely to faith in Chriſt, and grace in thenew birth, which 
cannet be,where there is not fiſt a begetring by the immortall leed of the Word of life; for which 
end God hath ordained in the Goſpel preaching & beleeving to goe before baptizing,as Mar.z8, 
19.with Mark," 6.15 16. And that way or order which hath not God for its Author,and found 
in che Records of Chrilt. wich his mags and ſuperſcription upon it,let us ſay as ſometime he did, 
Give to ( «far that which is ( aſars, and ts God that which is Gods; fo fay I, Give to Antichriſt his 
baptizing of Infants, & to Chriſt, his baptizing of beleevers, What advantage will it beto Infants 
to come beſore they are called, to have a nameto livezand yet dead for cught any one knows,and 
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to come to the marriage-Supper, without a wedding Garment , ſhall the holy things of God be 
forced upon ſuch, as i ceve, know, or once defires them, will men ſer a ſealeto a blanke > 
are children capable to receive meate before they be borne, except we make Baptiſmgthe wombe 
of regenefation, as many doe, who teach that Infants are regenerated & borne a ine of the Spi- 
rit of grace in Baptiſme, whoſe doarine is of the ſame ſtampe and authoritie, as he that ſent them 
fo to preach. What can be more naturall, then begetting and bringing forth of the Infant , be- 
fore feeding of it at the Mothers breaſts? I's it not ſacriledge co preſſe ſuch upon the wife of Chriſt 
the Church, for her Paps, with whom ſhe never travelled, or beare of her body ? Chriſt will deny 
himlſelfeto be food and nouriſhment to any, whe?e he hath not beene firſt ſeed to beget, Let men 
take heed how they impute ſuch folly to the wiſdome of. God, as to give the milke ot his breaſts 
unto any that are ſtill borne, or to ſet dead twigs in his heavenly and divine ftocke, or naturall 
branches in his holy and ſpirituall vine. Let ſuch beware how they fight againſt the God of 01+ 
der, leaſt in tad of finding the breaſt to feed before the wombe to beare, they meet with a curſe 
upo8 the fingle emptineſſe of Chrilt, with a domble barrennefle, that will admit of no conception 
or ſpirituall birth to ſucceed the naturall.Not that [ intend ip theleaſt to deny ſalvation unto In- 
fants, no, I am ſo far from this, thar [ teltifie againſt all ſuch doQtrine, nor yet ffirme all Infants 
to be ſaved, neither doe ] know among Intan:s, which ſhall be ſaved, and which not, therefore I 
leave it as a ſecret thing to God, untill he makes the ſame appeare by ſome viſible effe& of faith, 
which onely gives a viſible right unto any ordinance of the new Teſtament : and therefore can» 

not lee by the Goſpel, how Infants voyde of viſible faith, ſhuuld have viſible right unto the privi- 

ledges of grace; neither ought they to be admiicted thereunto, as hath been proved; and al for 

theſe, and the like reaſons Dllowing. 

Firſt, becauſe there is neither command nor example for the baptizing of Infants in all the new 
Teſtament : the order and government of which, in the adminiſtrations thereof , is noway infe- 
riour to the old; but in the old Teſtament there was an expreſſc Rule, by command from God, 
what communicants were to be admitted to circumciſion, and other ordinances of that nature, © 
and what not;but this prder is no where found in the new Teſtamenttor the baptizing of Infants, «; 
and therefore the ſame is not to be praQtiled, 

Secondly, It is a high contempt and injury to Chriſt, as he is the husband of the Church his 
holy Spouſe, to force upon him an naturall wite, himſelte being ſpirituall, and defires the like 
aſſociate, as ſuch a Church is founded upon the naturall birth, namely, Infants, becauſe common» 
ly to one that is borne of the Spirit, there is twenty borne of the fl:ſh. 

Thirdly, Jt is a praftiſe that ove:throws, and deltroys the body of Chriſt, or holy temple of 
God ; for in time it will come to conſiſt of naturall, and ſo a nation, and fo a nationall Generati- 
on,& carnall members,amongſt whom if any godly be,they will be brought in bondage, and be- 
come ſubjefts of ſcorn & contempt,and the power of government reſt in the hands of the wicked. 

Fourthly, becauſe it is a ground both of ignorance and errour,for it holds people in blindnes, 
that they cannot come to know the nature of that holy ordinance, nor what the ſame requires in 
the ſubjeRs thereof:8 alſo it cauſes the fimple to conceive that Bapriſme is of neceſficy to {alvatis, 

Fifthly, it keeps up the State of Antichritt, by granting him this ſo chiefe a corner-ſtone of the 
Lords houſe to lie in his foundation; for that Church where Baprtiſme is the true ordinance of 
God, in the adminiſtration thereof, is by the Rules of the Golpela true Church ; ſothat, if Anti- 
chriſts Baptiſme which he adminiſters be Gods ordinance, then that Church wherein he doth ſo 
adminiſter the ſame, muſt be alto the Church of God, and in fin that refuleth communion with it, 

Sixcly,Becauſe it builds faith upon humane teſtimony in matters fundamentall ; for ſuch as are 
baptized intheir infancy, have no other way to ſatisfie either themſelves, or others, but the bare 
word of man, that muſt ſtand in the place of che word of God, for ſuch to beleeve their true recei» 


ring of ſo holy ordinance of God, 
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$eventhly, To Baptize Infants,makes the holy ordinatice of God a lying flgne,becauſe none of 
thoſe thingscan be expeRed in an Tafant which the ſaid ordinance holds forth or fignifies in the 
adminiſtrati@n thereof, which is the parties pp and (pirituall new birth ; a' dying and 
burying with Chriſt in reſpe& of fin, anda riling with him ina new life ro God, and aconfirma? 
tion of falth in the death and reſurreRion of Chriſt, and a free remiſſion of finne by the fame ; as 
Rom.6.3,4. Col, 2.12.1 Pet. 3: 21. Aft; 2,38, None of all which can be expe&td in an Infint. 


Eightly, Becauſe the ſubjett of Baptiſme is to be paſſive, but an Infant is no way paſlive, as that 
ordinance requires. I meane a paſſive ſubje& thyeefold : 1, a thing uncapable, and thusis a ſtone, 
2. a thing ferced, and thus is an Infant, who oppoſeth its Baptiſme to the uttolt of irs abilitie,ſo 


. farreis it from being paſſive in the ſame. 3. A thing is paſſive by a ſubje&ing power producing the 
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fame in the ſubjeQ, by bringing it to a free and voluntary ſubje&ion ; and thus is the true ſubje& 
of Baptiſme. Nonecan be paſſive to receive grace, but by grace, becauſe it conſiſts of (elfe-deniall. 
And laſtly,this doQrine of Infants Baptiſme oppgſes dire&ly the exprefſe word of God,by tea- 
ching that Infantsare in the covenant of grace, being borne ot beleeving parents, and fo an fiol 
ſeed, by.vertue of which they have right to me as a priviletige of grace. Againſt which the 
holy Ghoſt affirmes, that all are conceived in finne, brought forth in iniquitie, and ſo'by nature 
children of wrath, and under the curſe, and except they be borne againe trom above,they cannot 
ſee the Kingdome of God, Pſal.5 1.5. Epb.2. 1,2,3. Rom. 3, g. Gal.z 10.,13,14.70b.3.3. 5,6.f0h.x, 
12,13, Hereman faith, that Infants are cleane and holy, in and from the wombe,and fo are ſub- 
je&s of grace and glory : but God faith that all Infants as well one as another, are firſt iwſinne,, 
and unholy, and ſo ate ſubjets of wrath, untill the ſecond birth makes the difference; 'as 70h. 3, 
5.6. And now which to beleeve, let the upright heart to God judge. | 
But it 1s ſail, that as the Covenant was made to th: Jews and their ſeed under the ol4 Teſtament, ſo 


F* the ſame manner doth the eApoſtle apply the ſaid Covenant to beleevers and their ſeed in the new 


—_ — 


Teſtament; as AQ, 2,39. v 
Anſ. The words are not, unto your ſeed, but unto your children : wherein there is great diffe= 
rence, For by ſeed in the Scripture is very often put for a natural] generatiE£n, begotten and born 
after the fleſh, And by children, a ſpirituall generation, walking in the ſteps of the' faith of ſuch 
as have gone before them : as A#1,3.25, At, 13.26, 33.and fo ob, $. 37. 39. with Rim. g. 7.8, 
and fo the words import as much, which is to you and to your children, and to all afarre off, 
even as many as the Lord our God ſhall call. Sv that the promiſe is onely to fich as God ſhall 


| .call, and to noneelſe. 
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Again, its called the promiſe, and not the Covenant; and we know that every promiſe is not 
a covenant : there being a large difference between a promiſe and a covenant. And noww let it be 
well confidered what is here mearit by the promiſe, and that is Gods ſending of the” Meſſias, or 
the ſeed in whom the Nations ſhould be bleſſed; and fo the ſending of a Saviour or Redeemer un- 
to Irael, as theſe Scriptures manifeſt compared together : 1/a.1 1, 1. Jer. 23.5,6.with Zxke 1. 68, 


| 74. A. 13.23. Aft. 3.25, 26. This was perfornied by Chrilts coming firit in the fleſh, in which 
|| .reſpe& he came both of and to the Jews onely by promile: as Fob 4.22.Rom.9.5, Matth,10.5 6. 
* AMatth 15.24, Job, 1.11. 


Secondly in the preaching of theGoſpel, by which he was held forth as a Saviour to all that 
by faith laid hold upon him, as the arm of Gods grace ſtretched out unto them, And this way al- 
ſo Chrilt was f:cit tendered to the Jews for a Saviour, to fave them from their fins: A. 4.12, and 


[| forto be their King, as fo ſave them:ſo unto whoſe ſtate and governmient they were to lubmit,as 


Lnk.19.14 27. Att.2.36.1n which ſenſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks when he faith, the promiſeis to you 
and to your children, and to all farre and neer, as God ſhall call, that is, the promiſe or promi- 
ſed Saviour is come, andiis now according to Gods promife tendered ro you by the Goſpel, cal- 
ling you, and your children, and all elſe where the word of grace ſhall cote, tobeleeve and re- 


(37)- 
ceive him by faith who is now come to ſave you, and all that belcevefromtheir fins, AZ, 3:25; 
26. And therefore its aid, as many as gladly received, or beleeved this glad tidings, the ſame was 
ſealed, or confirmed unto them by baptiſmg, 4#, 2. 4r, gn 70b, 1.211213, By al 
which it is manifeſt, that the promiſe, A#, 2..39. is meant the ſending of the Meflias, or a Sayi. 
our to the houſe of Iſrael, to call them to repentance, and to ſave ſuch. as beleeve from their fins; 
as is clear alſo by theſe Scriptures. 1/a. 59.20. Ad, 13.23.26 32.38.39. And thus the promile is 
unto you and your children, that is, the promiled Saviour is offered, and offers himſelt freely to 
fave you: notwithſtanding your crucifying of him, yet now repent and beleeve, for his promiſe 
is upon the ſame, freely to forgive, and to {ave you from all your fins. Thus the promile. is appli» 
ed to faigh, which is the way of preaching theGofpel, and not an abſolute concluſion of pexipns 
to bein the covenant of grace and life, whether chey have faith or not, What is this but to-keep 
the wicked from leaving of his way, by promifing him life. This God did not in making. of his 
Covenant at the firſt, nor the Apoſtle by his applying of the ſame at the laſt. Otherwiſe to bring 
the perſonall or naturall ſeed of Abraham, Iſaac and 7acob, and fo of all beleevers into the Cove- 
nant of grace, and that by Gods appointment, whoſe ward i-like himſclf, both true and tables 
asa word of faith; purely cried as gold ſeven times in the fire, 
— Hence obſerve the evils that attend this do&rine unavoidably. Firſt it makes void the ſtabilic 
of Gods Covenant of grace it ſelf, thus : If the Covenant of grace be abſolute and ſtable, then a 
within the ſame mult be ſaved, Bur all within the ſaid Covenant were not ſaved : ergo, the Cove- 
nant of grace is not abſolute and ſtable. The major is confelled, that a beleevers ſeed is inthe Co- 
venant of grace without exception, The minor is proved from 1/hmgel, Eſas, and the rejefted 
Jews, all which were the ſeed of belcevers, and yet not all ſaved. 

2, Itsa ground of falling from grace, thus: All that God took into his Covenant of grace, 
were in.an eſtate of grace, But all that God took into his Covenant of grace, did not there con-- 
tinue, Ergo, ſuch fell from an eſtate of grace. I prove this the ſame way with the former, | 

3, its a ground of univerſall refrmption.for it makes the death of Chriſt equall.aswell to ſuch 
as periſh ag to ſuch as are ſaved: thus, All that are in the Covenaat of grace, Chriſt died for. But 
all that were in the Covenant of grace were not ſaved, Ergo,Chriſt died for ſuch as are not ſaved. 
The proof of this is the ſame with the former, if God took e-Abrabam and his ſeed into his Con 
venant of grace without exception, 

4. It makes God the author of mans beleevinguntruth, by injoyning him to beleeve the ſal- 
vation of ſuch as he himſelf knows, and reveals the contrary : as 1/maz!, Eſax, and but a rem- 
nant among the Jews; nay none at all but ſuchas beleeve. Ger, 17, Gen, 25, Gen, 48, Roms g. 27, 
Againſt which opinion and evils aforeſaid, I arguethus, The Covenant of grace is abſolute and 
ſaving unto all once within the ſame, But all the perſonall ſeed of beleevers are not ſaved: there- 
fore all beleevers feed are not inthe Covenant of grace, The Propoſition is clear from theſe Scri- 
ptures, 7*r. 32. 40, 1/4, 49.21. fer.Z1. 3. F0h, 13.1. Mal. 6. 7oh,10,28.29. The Aſſumption 
from theſe. Gen, 21, 10. with Gal, 4 29. 39. Gen, 25, 23. with Rewm,9, 11, I 2,1 3-27. God re- 
quires no man to beleeve untruth. But for a beleever to beleeve thatall his ſeed is in the Covenant 
of grace is to belceve untruth, Therefore God requires no ſuch. thing.. This Argument is fully 
proyed in the former. And.ſo much for the promiſe, A. 2-39. which. being well underſtood, 
men, would never go about co build the baptifing of theGengiles infants upon that Scripture,  , 

But it is ſaidthat Chrift admits of little children to come unto him, bleſſing them, and acknow- 
ledging their right unto the kingdom of God, Mark 10. x4. therefore ſixcb may be baptiſed, 
,To which 1 | ere iefly thus, That the bleſſing of Chriſt upantheſe child.on was = bodis 
ly cures, 2845 gpayi vi by the defucy of thoſe zbat brought. them g9 Chyift ; which was not that he 
ſaga bapriſe them, Gar heron js vg lay big hands upon them, and pray,as 
Mark. 5, 23. Harth, 1g. 13, 15« This was the ordinary way gt healing; inthe time of the Law, - 
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by ſuch as were inabled by God thereunto, as is clear by thefe Scriptures compared together, 2; 


King. 5. IT with Matth. I9- I3. Matth, * 3+ Matthg 18, Lach, : 8. 0, Never were an {o 
0. - © @hciſt buc for ſome cure, and for his blefſing of them; LH o_ in reſpe(t of that « Joe 
| merciche beſtowed upon them according to that they came to him for : and to ſhew his 
Conn and humilitie that he was no reſpeRter of perſons; as ſuch might ſeem to be, that ſuffered 
ethers to come, and would have kept back children. And for ſuch to belong unto the kingdom, 
fo thoſe children did, and therefore they ought to come as well as any other. For they were 
children of the Jews, and at that time membeng of that Church, and fo of that kingdome; and 
had as much intereftin Chriſt for outward bleſſings as any elle, 

And further, Chriſt is pleaſed to make ule of childrens humilitie and innocencie, to reprove 
the high mindednefle of his diſciples, and to draw them forth a pattern from the ſame. As Mar. 
« 18, 1, 2, 3, 4, with Mark 1 0, 5. So that all this makes nothing for the baptizing of Infants: 
they being not brought co Chrilt for baptiſme, 

But its further objetted, that the Apoſtles baptized whole howſholds, as the houſtold of Steph@nas, 
Lydia, 4nd the Zayler, 1 Cor.1.1 6,Mi, 16, 15 33. and infants being 4 part of the howſhold, therefors 
infants were _ 

eAnſwer, Though that Infants area part of the family when there be infants in the ame ; yet 
this makes nothing tor the baptizing ot [nfants, except ic be firſt proved that infants were there 
in thoſe houſholds. And allo upon the ſame ground we may prove that the Jayler had a wife, 
and Lydia an husband, becauſe that husbands and wives are commonly in a houſhold or&mily, 
and being there they are a part of the ſame, and that the Jaylers wife, and Lydias huzband and 
ſervants, though never {o wicked, wereall baptiſed. Bur it it be ſaid that faith was to be requi- 
red of them being of yeers. Hence it will tollow, that no infants wete then baptiſed, becauſe that 
one andthe ſame conditions required of all that are baptiſed : and fo it is {aid of the Jayler, 
that the Word was preached to him, andto all that werein his houſe ; and that he bebe and 
all his houſe: and thele are ſaid to be baptiſed, 4#.16.32.34, and thus the Apoſtle preachedzand 
they belecved, and ſuch onely were bapriled, and none elſe, And what the Apoltles order and 
praCtiſe was in this tamily, it was the ſame in all other houſholds and families; for they walked 
alwayes by one rule : and theretore their order was not to baptile infants, 

It ts ſaid, that Chriſt ſent out kis Apoſtles to teach and to baprize all Nations, Matth. 28. x 9. i 
which Nations there were infants as well as m1 of yeers, and ſo commanded to be baptized. 

Anſ. Tna word briefly co this: for this Scripture being well confidered , and rightly under- 
flood, would ſtop mens mouthes tor ever having a word to ſay for the baptizing of infants, This 
bleſſed commiſſion of Chritt ro his Apolt es was chiefly for us Gentiles, ſaying, Al! power 5 given 
me in heaven, and in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all N ations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoſt, &c, Asit Chriſt had ſaid, Gonow into all Nations, and preach 

6. the Goſpel freely, as well to one nation as to another; for the Goſpel ſhall not now be confined 
any more to one place or people, then to another. God is now a God of the Gentiles, as well as 
of the Jews; go therefore as well co the Gentiles asto the Jews, even unto a!l Nations, and there 
29 preach the Goſpel, and-ſo make Diſciples by reaching them; and'ſuch, ſo taught, them baprize 

in the Name of the Father, Sonne and holy Gholt; that'is, into .the' true and orderly profeſſion 
of that, which they have been taught and beleeved. So'that here teaching goes before baprizing, 
and preſuppoſeth underſtanding and faith th thac whichis taught 3 this being the onely place of 
Chrifts inſtituting the ordinance of baptiſme. And further explained, ark 16.15,16, Ge ye 
into all the world, and preach the Goſpel to every creature ghethat belgeverh wy mr bugtiz-d ſhall be 
ſaved, So that from theſe Scriptures bronght to prove the baprizing offinfavr Fly dearly yid- 
nifcſt that infants are-notthe (ubjefts of baptiſine appointed by: Chriſt for aff the exreitiall be» 
MSilte 2NC Jy itcdp $C the 023® 'are Fiven one] "tot | and viſible faith,” CLIC lo ' 


(29) | | 

fealing and confirming ordinances of Chriſt, ever preſuppoſefaith in the ſubje&, to ſeale unto, 
andto beconfirmed. So that hereis no ground for the baprizing of Infants, bur the contrary, 

But it is affirmed by ſome, that as God commanded Infants to be circumciſed, alzd the lame 
command remaining {till unrepealed,ftands in force for Infants to be baptized, To which 1 an- 
ſwer, and ſay, if that commandement mult ſerve now without alteration, then we muſt circumcite 
and not baptize, and that males onely, and not females ; but if it be altered, then it hath not the 
Game way to hold Infants forth in Baptiſme, av'it had in Circumcilion;but that command, which 
injoyned —_— is repealed by a dire& compand to the contrary, as Gal.z.2,1 (5.7.18. 
Rom, 2, 29,29... ; : 

If any belt from the ſecond Commandement, injoyning the wor ſhip of God, though the ſaid worſt ip 
of God be changed in reſpett of the manner and ourward forme, yet the [awe commundement Continues 
ftill in force for the ror ſhip of God now as it did then, 

The anſwetis, Theſe two commandements will no way agree ſo to be compared; the ſecond 
eommandement direRtly. injoyned Gods worſhip, as the fubltance thereof, and fo till remaines, 
and alſo retaines the ſame thing ir firſt commanded, being th&worſhip of God. But now for the 
command that injoyned circumciſion, which. was the ſubſtance of that command, is now cleane 
made yoyde ; for circumciſion in the fleſh is now aboliſhed, & that in the heart come inthe place; 
as Rom, 2, 28,29, (01.2. Againe, asthe old outward forme of Gods holy worſhip under the old 
Teſtament was aboliſhed and done away, ſo likewiſe the new order and forme of Gods worſhip 
was creed and ſet up againe by ſpeciall command; and when the manner of it is once ſet downe, 
hen the commandement comes on againe, and not before, and binds onely to that order and 
manner ſo ereRed, and ſet up, and to none elſe, ſo that now the new ſtate of the Church and wor« 
ſhip of God being eſtabliſhed, and the ſubje& of Bapriſme in the ſame, exprelled to bea belecver, 
Now if that commandement comes on upon this ſtate , then it binds to this ſubje& onely and to 
none ether, And to hold the ſubje& of Baptiſme by the ſame command, that injoyned circumci- 
ſion, without the ſaid ſubje& being exprefſely ſet downe, and ſo confirmed and eſtabliſhed by the 
New Teſtament ; this is more then will be granted in any other part of Gods worſhip injoyned, 
or comprehended in the ſecond commandement, All which ſay we, is ſo farre - ©" of by 
God, as is expreſſely ſet downe in the New Teſtament, or everlaſting Goſpel of Chriſt. 

But let us examine a little wherein the authoritie of that commandement of circumcifion may 
be, that is brought to beare out the baptizing of Infants : Circumciſion it doth not, for all agree 
that weare now to baptize, and not to circumciſe : the parties circumciſing it doth not, then the 
Maſter of the family to circumciſe ; but now one authorized by Chriſt in his body the Church to 
baptize zthe ſame part of the body it doth not,that the toreskin Baptiſme the whole manz the age 
it doth not, that the eight day, and this any day ;the ſubje& ir doth not, thata male onely, this 
both male and female, Now in that it doth not injoyne none of all theſe, wherein then can the 

authoritie of that command conſiſt now in Bapriſme, ſo as to injoyne Infants to be baptized; for 
either it muſt be a thing indifferent, orelſe it muſt injoyne ſomething. And whereas men cry out 
from that command, Infants, Infants, Infants muſt be baptized, as they were commanded to be 
eircumciſed : why this command if it ſhould be ſo, ſerves for none but onely males; ſo that if 
they will have the female to be baptized, they muſt look out for another comandement for them, 
and fo there muſt be two commandements meet in one ordinance, 

| But [ would demand of ſuch as-hold the baptizing ot Infants from the command that injoyned 
eircumcition, that ifin caſe there had been no word or command given for baptizing of any, 
whether that they,or any — bave baptized either Infants or any others from that com- 
mandement ; but I {uppole they will not ſo affirme, and if not, what doe men wander under the 
clouds of their own ignorance, when as the light ſhines ſo clearely, for what is more c!eare then 


this, thatthe New Teſtament hath ſufficient exprefſe commands and rules foe the adminiſtration 
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of Baptiſme, beth for matter and manner,without any reference,much lefledependenc the 
law of Circumcitfion,they being ewodiftin inſtitutions, At two ſeverall Cn is "at 
mand for Blptiſme ; the firſt was John the Baptiſt, who received his authoritie not from the come 
mand of Circumcifion, but had his Commiſto n expreſſely from God, who ſent him to baptize ; 
as foh, 1.32, 33- And thoſe that he _— are ſaid by the holy Ghoſt to be ſuch asmanifeſted 
theic faith and repentance as Iar. 3, 6, The ſecond Commiſſion which ſerves for us Gentiles, 
1s that which Chriſt gaye to his Apcitles, dar, 28.18, 19. Which hath no reference to the com- 
mand of circumcifion, but by vertue of that p-wer and authoritie gien him ofthe Father,for the 
ordering and diſpoſing of all things in heaven & earth, for his own glory and his peoples good. 
In which Commiſſion the ſubje&s of Baptiſme are expreflely fer downe,whorthey ſhould baptize, 
and they are _ ſuch as firſt were to be taught, and had faith to beleeve the ſame, as | have ſuf- 
ficiently proved. £ 

And _ having theſe expreſſe commands, ſo fully held forth by. Chriſt himfelfe}rogether with 
the whole praficall order of the Apoltles, & others following the ſatae in their adminiſtracions, 
and to goe about to bring authoritſe or command from:the' commandement of circumciſion, for 
the baptizing of Infants, is more then ignorance, and for to plead the baptizing of Infants, be- 
cauſe that command is not repealed, which injoyned Infants to be circumciſed, is coo weake for 
faith to build upon, But now I hope the removall of the fame appears, inthat there is not onely 
a command in thenew Teſtament dire&ly againſt the ſame,bar alto a new command,and ſo a law 
from Chriſt the King of Saints, and Lord ot the new Teſtament, for the ordinance of Buptiſme, 
and all the circumſtances of the ſame, And yer forthe further repealing of that Jaw which injoy- 
ned Infants naturally borne, and ſo from the wombe to be circumciſed, without minding any 0- 
ther ſprituall birth, but onely that which brought forth the childe in the world ; for 8, dayey 
after it muſt be circumciſed by command from God ; which order is oppoſed by theGoſpel, as 
7ob. 3.3. 5, 6. Where Chiilt oppoſeth the two births, the ſpirituall to the naturall birth, aud ex. 
cludes the naturall from any admittance into the Kingdom of God, without the ſpirituall birth, 
And that he might not be miltaken, he further explains himſelf, ſaying, "bat which # borne of the 
feſt ts fleſh, and that which 1s bors of the ſpirit is ſpirit, And further to know Chriſts meaning in theſe 
births, which he oppoſeth the one to the other, he tully holds forth, Foh.x. 13, in theſe words of 
ſuch as received him, which were borne, not of blowd, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 

This way and order the commandement of circumcifion ſpeaks nothing of, neither required 
the ſame, bur onely the firlt birth ; for no childe of 8.dayes old was capable to be borne againe of 
the Spirit, in our Saviours ſenſe. And thus the Goſpel excludes that which the law of circumcifi- 
on commanded, even the firlt birth which is nat all, without the fecend birth which is ſpiritu- 
all, And it is in vaine for any to ſay that Chriſt ipeakes hereot men of yeares; for he oppoſeth 
the two births, as aforeſaid, and not the age of any, and ſothe whole univerſe of mankingde : for 


this place is generally taken tor the doQrine of regeneration, from whence many hold that chil- 


d:en are regenerated in Baptiſme, Bur generally thoſe that baprize their Infants , hold that they 


' areregenerated before, for they baprize them as being holy before. And if any ſhall ay, thartthe 


Kingdome Chriſt ſpeaks of, is meant the Kingdome of glory, and not of grace; and therefore 
though he excludes ſuch out cf the one, yet not out of the other. The aniwer is, that it is no 
where found in the Goſpel, that any are excluded the kingdome of glory, and yet are admitted 
into the kingdome of grace, The doore of grace in this fenie, is no wider then the gate of glor 
by Gods appointment : and what men doe through ignorance, that alters not the truth of God, 
as Rom. $430, 

Andit any ſay, that Chriſt atthis time had oppoſed Godsordinance of circumciſion, if fuch a 
eruth had been put in execution,as is gathered from his words, to exclude and put by an Infant of 


3 
4 
oy - 
>, 
vt 
of 4 
"x 
mo 


= * wy 


” ( 3 I ) P 
To this Tanſiver, and fay, that Chriſt ſpeaks of manythings before his death, which did nor 
concerne the time reſent, butof the order and government of his Church.under the new Teita. 
ment. And ſo he ſpeaks here of the qualification of his ſubjes and worſhippers in his new king. | 
dome that was at hand all which was to be ſpiritual], and therefore to be borne of Fe ſpirit, as 
Chrilt affirmed. In which ſenſe circumcition in the fleſh ccaſed, and that of the heart cnely re- 
maines, as Kam, 2, Addeto this the words of the Apoltle, Zph.2. 3. are, faith he, al by rararo 
ebildren of wrath : Nowitf this be true, then ſo long as nothing elſe appears, how can we judge 0- 
therwiſe, without gainſaying the holy Ghott; and by the words of Chriſt, we are grit borne of 
the fleſh, and ſo in an eftate of nature, untill graceFecover us, andthe effe&s of Chritls redempri- 
on takes hold upon us. Llatill which timewe are Judged of the Apoſtle to be children of wrath,and 
of the fleſh, and ſo uncleane, aud no wncleane thing muſt come intothe holy Citie of grace and gtory, 
Rev, 21. All which being well conſidered, I thinke will put a ſtop to the commandement of cir- 
cumcifion, fram having any footing in the ordinance of Baptilme, or tor any to take a ground 
fromghence to juſtifie their Infants in their Baptiſme, untill ſome evidence appeares of their being 
iowardly waſhed in the bloud of Chriſt, that ſo the ſame may be confirmed unto them by that 
outward waſhing with water ; otherwiſe the ordinance is no way availeable to them, but finne 
in ſuch as impoſe the ſame upon them, who doe neither defire it, nor know what is done unto 
them, which is to ſet a ſeale to a blanke, a thing condemned in nature. 

And fo paſſe from this ſubje&, of Infants Baptiſme, defiring the Lord abundantly toextend 
his ſavipggrace unto as many as belongs to him, that the praiſe may ever abound to his glory, 
and their everlaſting comfort in all happines and ſafetic here, and glory hereafter, | 

We know n0 man after the fleſh, 2 Cor. 5, We awe the circumciſion, that worſhip God an the ſpirit, and 
rejojce in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in the fleſh, Phil, 3. Adarvellnot that I ſay, a man muſt 
be borne againe, before he can enter into the Kingdome of God, Joh. 3. 

Ang thus 1 to have Infants ever in honourable and reverent reſpe&, ſo farre as honour 
and reverence belongs unto them, and ſo leave them to the grace and good pleaſure of the God 
of all grace, who onely,knows who are his, and hath the diſpoſing of them, and all his creatures 
to his own glory, ſo be it, eAmen, 

And now having examined the viſible right that infants have to baptiſme, and finding none 
by the Word of God but the contrary ;| come now toa ſecond fort, and they are ſuch as have 
been baptized in a falſe Antichriſtian eſtate, as they ſay, and fo challenge right toenter upon or 
affume a true Church with the ſame baptiſme they received of the man of fin. So that the thing 
I deal with now is onely that opinion which holds a ſtate to be falſe and Antichriſtian ; and yet 
Baptiſme there adminiltred by an Antichriſtian power to be the true ordinance of God: and fo 
leave the tate as falſe, and retain their baptiſme received there as a true ordinance of God, And 

for a more orderly proceeding in this diſcourſe, I ſhall firſt ſet down my diſſent, and the cauſes 
of itz and then examine thoſe grounds that are brought for the proving of the contrary. 

And firſt for that ordinance of Baptiſme, which as aforeſaid hath been :dminiftred. , andre- 
ceived in a falſe Antichriftian eſtate , and retained the true ordinance of God; and ſuch 6 
baptized by the power of the man of ſin, to be admitted into the Church of Chriſt with the ſame 
baptiſmeas the Lords ordinance. This | cannot aflent unto, becauſe I ſee no ſuch thing in all the 
Word of God, by which I muſt be guided here, and judged hereafter. So that I difſent from 
that baptiſme adminiſtred by the power of Antichriſt, and cannot own the ſame for Gods ordi- 
nanceappointed by him, and inſtituted by Chriſt in the new Teſtament, and that for theſe and 
the like reaſons, P 
. Fioſt, becauſe inſo doing, I ſhall approve of Antichriſts matter and form, and ſo of the Rate de 
it ſef, As an infant for his matter, and the words with water applied, his form, I have alreadie fre 
proved thatan infant wnotthefubjſeRt af baptiſme non God, though itbethechild of *'< 
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a beleever: but how much leffe ſuch who are the carnall ſeed of the wicked. The covenant of grace 
and the parentsfaith is alledged co inright the former unto baptiſme ; but what inrights theſe 
unto it, a how came they by it F 


Secondly, the ordinance of baptiſme inſtituted by Chriſt is fo eſſentiall to the conſtitution of 

the Church under the new Teſtament, that none can be true in her conſtitution withour it, Nei- 

| thercan that be a falſe Church where haptiſme is truly the Lords ordinance in tht adminiftra- 

{| tionthereof zas 1 Cor.14.13. with Gal. 3. 27. So that to approve of Antichriſts baptiſme to Le 

| Gods ordinance, is to approve of his Church to bealſo the Church of God. For as the eaters 

of the ſ.crifice were of old partakers of the Aicar, 1 (0r,10.17,18,and to receive him that is ſene 

| isa receiving alſo of him that ſent him, Afar, 13. 40. ſo it is with this effentiall ordinance of 

baptiſme ip the church of Antichriſt; that whoſoever approves of the one , by the ſame he ap- 

| rovesof the other alſo, For the ground and piller that bears up the truth, and that truth {6 

| orn up, ftands and falls together : as 1 Tim, z. 15. Sothat where there is not a tre conſtituted 

Church. there is no true conſtituted Church ordinance: and where there is a true Church ordi- 

nance in its conſtitution, as baptiſpne is, there is at leaſt preſuppoſed a true Chucch alſo. And 

therefore to condemne a Church to be falſe, and altogether Antichriſtian , and yet bapriſme 

there, and by the ſame adminiſtred;to be the ordinance of God; this I can ſee no rule for in Scri- 
pture: and therefore I diſſent. 

Thirdly, Chriſt hath diſclaimed and denieth all communion with the man offin, both in re- 
ſpe& of himſelf and his ſubjeQts; and hath alſo proclaimed open warre againſt him inall hisdo- 
minions and therefore he cals home his ſubjeRs, as fer. 5 1.6.4.5. Revel; 18; 4. Chriſt refuſeth to 
{ . belaidasachiefcorner ſtoreunder Antichriſts building,as he mult be if he in his holy ordinance 
| of baptiſmebegrantedtolie in his foundation: For bapriſme is no otherwiſe Chrilts ordinance 
+ butas itdepends upon him the ordainer, But Chrilt denies Antichriſt any ſuch priviledge, and 
' alfoforbids hispeople from taking a ſtone from Babylon to lay.in the foundation of theI.ords 

building; as 7er,51, 26. Butit Antichriſts church be of himſelt, and fo falſe; then all the parts 

thereof muſt be of his own deviſing, and falſe alſo, For if in oppoſition_to a true Church of 

Chriſt, there is a falſe church of Antichriſts: which thing cannot be, if there be not in oppoſi- 

tion to true ordinances of the one, falſe-ordinances of the otner, that are eſſentiall tothe ſame, as 

the ordinance of baptiſme is, And fo the like miniſtery proportionable to the ſame, as x Cor, 

10.21,.2 Cor. 11.13, 14,15« Revel, 2.2. according to Matth, 24. 24. with 2 Theſ,2.9,10, 

Fourthly.T cannot approve of that baptiſme in the church of Antichriſt to be Gods ordinance, 
becauſe in ſo doing I ſhall advance humane teſtimony above the Word of God, ForT have no 
way to ſatisfie my conſcience whether Thave that ordinance or no , but onely by Antichriſts 
Church- book,or my godfathers & godmothers: which if the one be dead and the other loſt,then 
am. | to ſeek my baptiſme, But at the beſt if any ſkould demand of me whether I were baptized 

- or not: all that I can ſay is; that men tell me ſo; in all which Chriſt maſt have no voice, and the 

Word of God put to filence, as knowing no ſuch thing : and Antichriſts Church-book come in 

the place, as a ground of my faith in a truth ſo efſentiall. Which thing I dare not approve of. 

Fifthly.,to juſtifie baptiſme in the church of Antichriſt to be Gods ordinance, is to force men 
to fin againſt conſcience; for if any man comes unto ſuch for fellowſhip in thetruth , he muſt ei- 
ther juttifie the baptiſme he received of the man of fin, as Gods ordinance,or elſe continue in that 
finfull way in which he is, and defices to leave z 1 ſpeak now in their ſenſe whoſe pradtiſeir is, 
which I cannot at all aſſent unto for a truth. 

Sixtly, I cannot juſtific Antichrifts baptiſme for Gods ordinance , becauſe it-makes againſt 
Chriſts baptiſme in theſe rwo reſpeQs, Firſt, for the power by which the ſame was conſtituted, 
and ſo authoriſed in the hand of the Miniſter, being the power of the man of fin, rejeed of God 

-  a$anenemic tothe crown and dignitic of Chriſt the King of Saiats, Secondly, in reſpe®t of that 
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body into which the partie was baptized, and ſo by the ſame made a vifible me ; and thas 


was in the body of Antichriſt, In both which reſpeQs the bagtiſme admi en the falſe An- 
tichciſtian ſtate, in my judgement cannot bethe ordinance of God, - " | 
And laſtly, I'dare not go from that rule and order which Chriſt left in his laſt Teſtament, for 


| theconſtituting of his Church, and taking of members into the ſame, which is by faith and bap= 


tiſme, All which grounds being well conlidered, I cannot ſee by any rule of truth to approve 
of the baptiſme adminiſtred ina falſe Antichriſtian church to be Gods ordinance, —_— by 
Chriſt in his new Teſtament. That being there adminiſtred under a falſe power by 'mini=- 
ſtery upon a wrong ſubjeR in a falſe body, and yet the ſame Gods ordinance ; this is more then 
I can find by the Word of God, from which rule I dare net go. 

Thus having ſhewed my judgement, and ſome reaſons why I fo judge of the baptiſme admi- 
niftred in a falſe Antichriſtlan eſtate, cannot be the ordinance of God, inflituted by Chriſt in the 
Goſpel. AnJnow I come to give anſwer to ſome of the chief grounds brought for the proving 
of the foreſaid bapriſme in the hand of Antichriſt to be the ordinance of God. = 

nd firſt it ts ſaid, that as Circumciſion adminiſtred in 1ſraels great apoſtaſie remained ſtill the or< 
dinance of Godz, ſo that when any of them did repent, and turned unto the Lord, they were received with- 
out bring circumciſed again : and the like 1s now to be conſidered of baptiſme in the apoſtaſie of Anti 
chrift, 

The anſwer is, firſt it is like to be a bad cauſe that muſt be maintained from the corruptions of 
other perſohs or ſtates : Is the order and government of Chrilts new ſtate and kingdom under the: 
new TEſtament more weak and imperfe& then that under the old, as we muſt go ſtill unto Cir- 
cumcifion for a rule how to make out our baptiſme? Is the light of the Moon become now more 
brighter then the light of the Sunne; and the heart vailed to ſee clearer then the face open, and. 
the ſervant to teach the Son? Apain, itis worth our confideration , from what church Anti= 
chiiitdid apoſtinate, and go away from,as the ten Tribes did under Jeroboam, 1 King, 12, But i 


paſſe. this, 


.. Secondly, I anſwer-zhat Circumcifion was not confined in the hand of the Jong then 
under the old Teſtament, as the adminiſtration of baprtiſme is tothe miniſtery of Chriſt now ug» 
der the new Teſtament. | 

Thirdly, Circumciſion was then by them adminiſtred according as God had commanded the 
ſame to be, both in reſpe& of the matter and manner. 1, Theſame order, 2. A right ſubjet, 
3. The due time. 4.the true place. And laſtly, a lawfull Miniſter, But now the baptiſme admini- 
ſtced by Antichriſt is contrary in all the foreſaid reſpets, which is by a falſe power upon a 
wrong ſubject, by a falſe Miniſter in a falſe body, The like cannot be ſhewed in circumciſion, 
nor yetin —_— and God approving of the ſame to be his ordinance. And now to oppoſe 
this, Zipporah the wite of Aſſes is brought for an example, to prove that the baptiſme admini- 
ſired by a falſe Miniſter may be true bapriſme, as circumcifion was being adminiftred by a wo-- * 
man, Exod, 4.25. 

The anſwer is, firſt, that Aoſes wite was in that aRion the band of her husband for the pre- 
ſerving of hislife : for had not Zipporab circumciſed her ſon it ſeemes that God had ſliine her- 
husband, as ver, 24, 25, 26. compared together. | 

Secondly, herein God ſets forth his wiſdom and juſtice in the ſubje&ing of his creature, to 
bring her ſo farce to ſubmit unto his will in that ordinance, as for to do the thing her ſelf ; for / 
whoſe ſakeit is like the ſame was ſo long negleRed, becauſe there was nothi Y5 contrary and 
oppoſite unto her then Circumciſion. 

Thirdly, I fee not but that in a caſe of neceſſiie a woman might lawfully circumciſe ſhe being 
no ——_———— VY 

And laftly, what of all this, fay ſhe did it unlawfully,and in ſo doing ſhe was a falſe Miniſter; 
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all which is morg then God faith, yet this was not done in a falſe Church, npon a wrong fub- 
je, authoriſed by a falſe power, ag baptiſme adminiſtred by Antichriſt is, and therefore at the 
worſt it makes nothing at all for that which itis pretended, namely, to prove baptiſme admini- 
ſtred by Antichriſt the ordinance of God,though the ſame be alſo adminiftred by a falſe Miniſter. 

egain it is ſaid, that the Scriptures are the ordinance of God, which he hath ever preſerved, and ſtil 
Owns for his ordinaxce in hand of Antichriſt: and ſo doth God of baptiſme there alſs, * 

- TowhighT anſwer and ſay, that God indeed doth preſerve theScriptures, wherein is contain« 
ed all oly ordinances, as they are therein comprehended, and laid forth in their inftity- 

\ ted rules, and that in the hands of wicked men;and fo in the hands of Antichriſt himſelf, But ne- 
ver in their conſtituted order and forms out of the hand of Chriſt his Church and miniſtery.And 
though that in many things Antichriſt hath corrupted the Scriptures, yet they remaine ſtill in 
themſelves the ordinance of God, Bur for the talle expoſitions, glofſes, and doCtrines they ga- 
ther from the Scriptures, with the Church miniſtery, worſhip and government they build upon 

the Scriptures; and ſo their ordinances which they ſeem to conſtitute by them : now theſe can» 
not ſee to be the ordinances of Godany more the one then the other, So that if baptiſme with 
Antichriſt, as they ſay, be Gods ordinance, then why not upon the ſame ground the Supper, 
Churchand Miniftery, be Gods ordinances alſo, ſeeing they have the Scriptures as well for the 
one as for the other? And for baptiſme, as itis an inſtitution of Chriſt, and contained in the 
Scriptures, as a rule for the Lords people to walk by in their obedience to him;onely ſo confider- 
ed it isan ordinance of God, in whoſe hand ſoever the Scriptures are, R 
But now for a falſe Antichriſtian Church, to conſtitute and adminiſter the like out of or apart 
from the Scriptures, Now ſo confidered, it is not the ordinance of God , but mens invention, 
from the Scriptures, as a patern drawne forth inthe likenefſe or reſemblance of Gods 
ordinance, but not the ſame. For God bath communion with none in his word, but by his Spj- 
rit and faith ; neither of which hath Antichriſt, and therefore though he hath the written Letter 
of the Scriptures, yet no communion with God in the ſame, ſo as to receive his ordinance of 
him : neither can any man conſtitute, and ſo adminiſter an ordinance of G-d without authoritie 
from Chriſt the Lord and King of his Church ; which authoritie Antichriſt hath not, and there. 
fore Gods ordinance of Baptilme cannot be adminiſtred by Antichriſt in his falſe Auchriftian 
Church and State, as ſome doe ſo affirme. 

But it is ſaid, that there is but onely one Baptiſme, and having once received that, though it be by 
eAntichriſt, we need not to yeceive it any more ; for we can bave but the ſame againe, and that which we 
have ts the ſame for ſubſtance with Chriſts inſtitution, which for the matter, there 1s Water, and for the 

forme, there 1s the ſame wora's uſed as Chriſt inſtituted the ſame oydinance of Baptiſme in, 

The anſwer is, firſt, that there is but one true bapriſme, thatis a truth, and a man being once 
baptized by the ſame, he needs not to be baptized againe : this is alſo true, tor I doe not approve 
of rebaptizing. But now to conclude from hence, that there cannot be a reſemblance of that one 
true baptiſme, and yet not the ſame, this will not follow : there is but one true Church and Mini- 
ſtery ot Chriſt, as the Word of Ged reveals. But it will not follow therefore, that Antichriſt can- 
not reſemble the ſame, and ſetup one of his own like unto that, or if that he doe, the ſame muſt 
te a true Church and Minittery, becauſe God approves but of one. 

But if Antichriſt ( as you affirme ) may reſemble the truth,and ſetupa falſeChnrch and Mini- 

ftery, which is the greater. Upon the ſame ground doe I affirme, that he may, nay, that hemuſt 

alſo reſemble the true ordinances; by ſetting up falfe ordinances,which are the lefler.like unto the 
t1ue, otherwiſe he could not put off his ware,for none would trade with him in his merchandiſe, 

Secondly, Antichrift hath not the fubflance of G>ds holy ordinance in his baprtiſme, though 
he uſe, or rather abuſe the words of Chriſts infliturion in kis adminiſtration, for then he ſhould 

. alſo have the ſubltance of all other ordinances -of God, becaule he ufeth the words of the Scrip- 
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herein they are inſticuted and contained, It is not the bare letter of Scriprare onely,but the 
= a 2 of Chi there ſet downe, that bears an ordinance, which none can know, but onely | 


he who bath the Spirie of Chriſt, as Rowe. 8. x Cor, 2.and thishath not Antichriſt. 


Thirdly, [ deny the water to be the matter, but onely the inſtrument in Baptiſme; for as fire is 


the inſtrument of burning, even ſo is water of waſhing ; and asthe matter of is the fewell 


that is burnt,ſo the matter of waſhing is the partic waſhed 3 for as the matter of the Church is the | 


Saints, and the matter of the Miniſtery, the Prophets, ſo the matter of bapriſme, are the perſons 
upon whom the ſame is conferred. Þ ; ; | 
Fourthly, I deny the forme of words, with the uſe of water, in a falſe Antichriſtian Church, 
to be the forme of the Lords baptilme, inſtituted by Chrift in the new Teſtament ; for then every 
fooliſh uſing of them words with water, muſt be the true ordinance of God, as many ignorantly 
doe afficme, Burt for the forme of Baptiſme, that is, authorized ym baptizing the true mat- 
ter into the trac and orderly profeſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, as far. 28, 19. 1 (or. 12,13, Gal. 3, 27. 
This veing thus done by a true power and authoritie from Chritt, is the forme of baptiſme in the 
adminiftcation thereot ; bur this doth not Antichriſt, and therefore his baptiſine is not Gods or« 

NANCE. 

ry T he next ground alledged to prove Bapti/me adminiſtred in a fal/e Antichriſtian {'urch, to be the 
true ordinance of God, and ſo to be retained, is the veſſels of Gods houſe in Babylon, that as thoſe veſſels 
remained ftill the Lords ordinance being in the hands of Gods enemies; and ſo may Baptiſme, as a veſſel 
of Gods $ouſe, being in the hand of Antichrift, which ts ſpiritual Babylon, | 

I ſhall anfwee to this in briete : firſt, for the veſſels of the Lords houſe, they were Gods ordi. 
nance, and that whiles they were in Babylon, but not ſo as they onely conliſted in their inſtituted 
formes, and notin reſpeR of their conſtituted uſe : thatis, as Bel/azzar the King and his Princes 
made them their drinking _ as Dan. 5. 2, 3. Thus confidered with reſpe&to this uſe and ſer 
vice that the Zabylonians applyed them unto, they were not the ordinance of God, for God never 
ordained them for ſuch a ule. Though in themſelves fimply conſidered they were Gods ordinance, 
ordained by him to holy uſe, In which confideration Baptiſme may be ſaid to be Gods ordinance 
in the Church of Antichriſt,or where ſoever the holy Scriptures of God are; onely as an inftituted 
Rule in the word of God, for his owne people to obſerve, and obey him, by uling it in that way, 
and to the ſame end, as God ordained and appointed the ſameordinance unto. 

But now for Antichriſt to take the Scriptures, and according to his right of authoritie and ſpi- 
rit, ſhall from the ſame compoſe a forme of worſhip, with ordinances ſutable thereunto. Amon 
which Baprtiſme muſt be one, without which all the reſt are nothing worth. Now though that 
Baptiime as a holy inſtitution of Chriſt, contained in the Scriptures, be the ordinance of God, 
yet conſidered in Antichriſts conftirution,and falſe adminiſtration.it is not the ordinance of God, 
no more then the Princes of Babylon drinking in the veſſels of the Lords houſe was his ordinance, 

Againe, ſecondly, God is faid in theScriprures to give or to ſend the veſſels of his houſe to B g.. 
bylon ; as 2 Chron, 36. 19,18. 21, Fer. 27.21,22, Dan, 1,2, Now let the like be ſhewed, where 
ever God is ſaid to give or to ſend his ordinance of baptiſme unto Antichriſt, untill then the1eCl- 
fels of Gods houſe iemaining his ordinance in B.4by/on, ſhall make nothing tor them to prove 
Antichciſts ſprinkling of water in the face of an Infant, to be Gods ordinance of Ba ptiſme. 

But here it # ſaid by ſome, that Antichrift as a thiefe hath ſtolne away Goas ordinance of Bapriſme 
out of bis Church, for which he u ſaid not to have repentedof his theft ; as Rev.g, 21, 

It this ſhould be true, herein they condemne themſelves for whoſoever communicates with the 
thiefe in the thing ſtone, he is as deepe in the finne as the thiefe himſelfe. 

_But it will be ſaid,that they having repemed of theevill, God hath accepted of that, though they retaine 
their Baptiſme, as bis ordinance, - 
How can this be ? which way doth their repentance appeare ? folong as they retaine thething 


: 
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that is ftollen ; for nature teaches thus much , that ſo long as any man k in poſſefſion thas 
which he knows was tollen, he is guiltle of the theft, 0 i TE 

Secondly, How doe ſuch know that God hath accepted of their repentance,while they Kill re- 
wine the thing ſtollen,$ jultific the ſame; and how can they make it appeare by the word of God, 
that he approves of that Baptiſme for his ordinance, which they have received at the hand of An- 
tichciſt > All which is worth the confideration how theſe things can be made to appeare, that are 
ſo commonly taken for granted truths, 

Apaine, thirdly, Though Antichriſt ſhouldſteale away the Lords baptiſme our of his Church, 
yet he could not ſteale away the power and authoritie of Chriſt, for to adminiſter the ſame upon 
any other; For though he ſhould _ away Chriſts baptiſme, yet it was but onely in his owne 
perſon ; which thing he could not pafſe from himſelfe upon any other, as an ordinance of God, 
without the power and authoritie of Chriſt, 

And laſtly, let us confider a little what may be here meant by theft, together with the helpe of 
other Scriptures, and thatis mens bringingin their owne inventions, and humane traditions,and 
preſſing the ſame for truth upon the'conſciences of mes. by which means the truth of God is dif- 

lanted,and the way of the Lord obſcured,and ſo comes to looſe its eſteeme and authoritie in the 
eart of man,as Gal.1, 6,7. & 4.17. In which ſenſe the falſe Prophets are ſaid toſteale the word 
of God every one from his neighbour,as 7er.23.30.that was by ſetting up their ownetraditions, 
and preſſing the ſame for truth upon the people; by which means the commandements of God 
were made of no effe& z as Mar. 7,13. Of which the Lord complains that the feare by wEich the 
ple feared him, was taught by the precepts of men, as //4,2g.13. This way Satanin his inſtru. 
ments lies at all advantage, to diſable and prevent the Word tor taking effe& upen the hearts of 
., men; as Mat, 13, 19. And this isthe theft, that the aforeſaid theeves and robbers had not repen« 
ted of, and not Antichrilts ſtealing of the Lords Baptifme out of his Church, 

But it is thought by ſome, that the gold andrich attire, by which Antichriſt « painted, and the golden 
eup in the Gentlewomans hand, are the ordinances of God, as Rev. 17. 4. 

As there is little matter in this to any purpoſe, [ ſhall anſwer in bricfetothe ſame, And firſt,thay 
this is a comparative ſpeech, with reference to that outward pompe and glorious ſtate , wherein 
ſhee ſits triumphing as a Queene, Rev. 18.7, And withall, the ſame wiſely and cunningly compo= 
ſed by humane policy, under a generall forme of an outward profeflion of Religion, yet oppo« 
fing the truth and power thereof, Carr.s . 7, Under a ſhew of humilitic, and p_—_ of zeale, by 
her forwardneſfſe in the executing of her power,againſt all ſuch that refuſe ſubje&ion to her hol 
orders, and to worſhip God according to that image and forme which ſhee hath ſet up, Col 2.8, ; 
18. 20, 21,22,23. Rev,13.15, 16, Thus by her policy ſhee draws forth her forms in ſome re- 
ſemblance of truth, ſo far as it ſits with reaſon and kumane wiſdome ; and therefore itis,that the 
greateſt Politicians and artificers are of her fide, Kev.18.23.and ſo carries out things with a ſtrong 
hand, againſt all that ſhall oppoſe her, Rev,13, 4. and through her great wiſdome, art, and poli- 
CY» ſhee is exalted, and becomes famous, and in great elteeme for the generalitie of men ; as Zzeh, 
28. Rev, 13.3. Rev.1$.18. 19. And therefore ſuch are belt accepted of her, that are the ftrongeſt 
for reaſon, and the molt skiltulſt artificers, to paint, and to trim her up, and to ſet her forth-in her 
glory and beautie to the eyes of men. And by this means ſhee as an harlot deceives the imple, and 
bewitches the Nations, as Pro, 7, 16,17, Nahum3 4. Gal. g.1. Rev. 18 

All which is to beunderſtood in a ſpicituall ſenſe, and in matters of Religion,and then her gol- 
den cup, and all her rich attire will appeare to be onely of the Gentlewomans own deviſed paint- 
Ing, and not any of the Lords ordinances, as Fer.51.7. & fer 2.33. with Jer.4 30, & Revgs.y2, 
'13. 16, So that here the holy Gholt ſers forth her ſtate to- be Babylon ſpiritually conſidered, as 
Rev; 11.8, 2nd her Miniſters are {ct forth under the name of Aerchayrs, becauſe they buy and fell 
. & trade for her in all the Merchandiſe of her Religion, wherein all things are (ex at fale, as much 
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@3the ſoules and bodies of wen,Rev.18.13.that is,the penall [Jaws impoſedtocthe forcing of their 
conſciences, & ſuch az are rich to =D money or Friends bur ſuch as are poore gr conſcious 
toabide the puniſhment, as a Per.2.3, the Merchants ate ſtiled or called The great men of the earth, 
ver,23-thatis,great for | rts,and policy,to k up her ſtate and trade,and make 
out the ſame againſt all gaine-fayers, and what they want in skill, they have it in-power, and ſo 
able to beare downe all before them, for they are the great men of the earth, and who is able to 
make war with the beaſt. The things they merchandiſe withall,are all manner of precious ſtones, 
and the like, which holds forth the curious art of ature, for the ordering and compoling of all 
thoſe things concurring for the making up of that ſtate and forme, in ſo neere a reſemblance to 
truth. All which is without ſubſtance, for at length no man will buy their ware, which cauſcth 
great lamentation among the Merchants, Rev,x8. 11- And fo I ſhall now leave this ſubje&to the 
wiſe & godly Readers confideration,to mind well the truth of ſuch a praiſe, that leave a chureh 
as falſe and Antichriſtian, and yet approve of that Baptiſine there adminiſtred by a falſe andan _ 
Antichriſtian power, to bethe true ordinance of God. . 

I muſt here conclude with Door Hal in his Aprlogie againſt the Brownifte,pag.17 13.31. That 
either ſuch muſt goe forward to baptiſme, or elſe turne backs againe from whence they came ; tor there is 
no middle way, nor the leaſt light in the word of God to beare our the ſame, but the contrary, 

Tow ſpall not doe whatſoever is right in your owne eyes, for you are not as yet come to your reſt, and to 
the inheritance which the Lord your God giveth you, Deut.12.8,9. Ariſe and depart , for this us not your 
reft, beFkuſe it ts polluted, Micah 2. 10. 1 am come 4 light intothe world, thas whoſoever beleeveth on 
we, ſhould not abide in darkpeſſe, Joh.12.46. eAvnd now why tarry yee, ariſe and be baptiz:d, and waſh 
away your ( Antichriſtian) PR the name of the Lord, AQ.22.16. or ſubmitting to the or- 
der and way of Chritt, They reſiſted the counſell of God againſt themſelves, being not baptized of hins, 
Luk,7.30. Ariſe therefore and obey the Lord, and thinke not within your ſelves, we are baptized 
already, and that by Antichriſt, for I tell = that = are never able to prove your ſelves to be 
under the Lords holy oxdinanceot Bapriſme, by all the light in Scripture, and art in nature, in 
that way you goe, —_ to deny the ſtate as falſe and Antichriltian, and yet retaine your bap» 
tilme there adminiſtred by the ſame power, as the Lords ordinance, and afſume a Church to your 
ſelves upon the ſame baptiſme, I ſpeake in ſubjeRion to better judgement, I thinke the laſt Church 
is as much again(t the Rules of the new Teſtament as the former. For certainly, where there Is a 
falſe ſtate, conftituted by a falſe power,all that tative ordinances effentiall to the ſame,and conſti- 
tured by the ſame power, muſt be alſo of the ſame nature together with the reſt, which is all alike 
falſe; therefore if you take hencea corner ſtone to lay in your foundation, and build youa reſting 
place upon the ſame, know this, that it will not lie firme, but ever be rouling under you,that you 
ſhall not reſt long upon it, therefore ariſe and depart, for this is not your reſt, becaulc it is pollu- 
ted, it will deſtroy you, even with a ſore deſtruftion ; look betimenghe higher you build, the grea- ' 
ter the fall will be, if it be not right upon the true foundation, I doe beleeve that God will cauſe 
his cruth to ſhine forth with power, both to cleare the darke clouds of ignorance off the hearts of 
men, and beare downe that which ſtands in oppokition to the ſame I, it ſuch hath beenſo hard. 
put to it, in the darke as it were, that they are "ns to leave the holy and blefſed word of God, 
and betake themſelves to Antichriſts power and teſtimony,to prove them under Gods holy ordis 
nance of bapriſme, though the whole body of the Scripture lies againſt them, what will ſuch-doe 
when more light comes ? they will then yeeld, or elſe appeare to be wilfull oppoſers of the truth, 
The Lord give them hearts to conſider, and to pur their cauſe to the tryall of the holy and pure 
Word of God, and to bring all his people into one unitie of faith, and uniforme grder of truth, 
that GÞd may have glory, the Goſpel honour, the Saintscomfort. /; _ _ ... 
The ſubjeQ.of the tormer diſcourſe hath been about the right ſubje& of Bapriſme, and that the 
of God hath diſcovered to be a beleever zonely in the proving af which truth, there isalſo. 


ay 
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diſproved two forts of perſons, and they are either beleevers Infants, or ſach that received thetr 
Baptiſme a* Antichriſt, and yet all in their _ both which are by che Scriptures difappro- 
ved.the one being uncapablezand ſo without ay Rule from God fot the ſame; and the otheralfo 
unlawfull, and ſo dire&ly againft the word of God, which difclaimes all commmmion with the 
man of ſinne, in any of his divine ordiriances, who receives nothing of the Lord, affd therefore all 
that he can adminiſter unto any, is both of himſelfe, from himſelfe, and for himſelfe, and ſo not 
to bejuſtified, nor retained as the Lords ordinance. And this falling out ſo, it followes that we 
are now to ſceke for the Lords true Baptiſine, and for a caſe ſo di t, as ſome would make it, 
two things in ſpeciall are to be inquired into;firſt, how,or where to finde it; ſecondly, how it may 
be obtained, being found : for the firſt, if any ordinance of God ſhould be fo deceaſed in its con- 
fitution,as that we doe not know where it is afoot in Gods way in the world, ſo as to come by it 
with a good conſcience, A people in ſuch a caſe, being convifted of the truth, and.he neceſſitic of 
their obedience to God in the ſame , and yet know not the way, or manner how to accompliſh 
their holy defires, in the finding & vbtaining the ſame. They are to goes, as of old, to Chriſt,and 
his Apoſtles, as the godly then did ; that is, to the holy Scriptures, which are the lively Oracles of 
God; the Spirit ſpeaking in them unto a beleeving heart ; ſo they ſtand in the place of Chriſt and 
his Apoftles, with the ſame abilicie & authoritie, to furniſh a man of faith with all truth ; as theſe 
Scriptures compared together ſufficiently prove, 2 Tim.3.15 16,17. 2 Pet.x. 19 20. Rom, 16. 25, 
26. 7oh.5 .39.Mat.22.29. Luk.,24.25-27.44,45, 46.1 Cor.15. 3,4. 6 

By all which we ſee, that all thingsare contained in the Scriptures,unto which the holy Ghoſt 
leads men to prove and finde all things concerning faith and obedience to Gud and man , which 
are the Propheticall mouth of Chriſt, that all muſt have reccurſe unto,that will have any thing to 
do with him, A.3.22,23. And the Rule by which all muſt be tryed,though an Angel from hea» 
ven,and the Apoſtles themſelves,as Gal.x 8,9. So that the holy Scriprure is the onely. place where 
any ordinance of God in the caſe aforeſaid is to be found, they being the fountain-head,contain- 
ing all the inſtituted Rules both of Church and ordinances, ſo that, wher, or whereſoever any of 
theſe are wanting in their conſtitution, and cannot be found in their ourward orderly forme, wee 
are to go direRly unto its inſticution, and recover the ſame againe from thence,as Cant.x.7,1/a.$, 
19,20, Rom. 10,6,7 8. And thus having found the place or ſubje&, wherein baptiſme,ever ſub- 
fits, a8 an ordinance of God,weare in the next place to know, how ſuch as want it may come or- 
derly by itz for though that God hath joyned his word and ordinances together, yet he hath alſo 
ordained an orderly way for his people to come to enjoy them, which orderly way I conceive to 
be only in the Church of God,wherein is the power of Chriſt to ſer afoot his ordinances;as when 
God fhall pleaſeto take a people to himſelte,and by the power of his truth unice them to his Son, 
andſo into an orderly body among themſe]ves, now ſuch a people, ſo conſtituted, have right un- 
to 21] ſach priviledges, ordained and appointed by God, for their mutuall comfort and well-be- 
ing, as Rom, 8. 17. 1 Cor.3.21, 22,23, By vertueot this union they have with their head Chriſt, 
the body thus joyntly conſidered, hath the power & authoritie of Chriſt wichin her ſelfe,to chuſe 
and uſe of any one, or more of her members, as occafion offers, and zuthoriſes him or them 
to adminiſter bapriſme upon the whole body, and ſo upon themſelves in the ficſt place,as apart of 
the ſame, Such may be traly ſaid to be ſent, and authofized by Chriſt ; as of o!d by Chriſt in his 
Enmane body, even ſo now by him in his divine and fpirituall body ; for whereſoever a Church 
doth rife in her true conſtitution;there are her ordinances,and alſo power toadminiſter the ſame; 

arid where a thing is wanting, thete muſt be of neceſſicie a teginning to reduce that thing againe 
into beeing. And this briefly have ſhewed my judgement, in caſe baprifmhe ſhould be wanting, 
where we ſhould finde jt, and that is in the holy Scriptyres of God, Det) 1Þ 
| {Sabi fan How from thenceto be obtained, and that is by Gods calling a poopieto an boly 
llowfiip with Chriſt. from whom th-y have power to affume. as a Church, ſo the ordinance of 
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Baptiſme upon themſelves. I ſhall yer further cleare up this truth, by ſhewing the manner of the 


forefaid conſtitution inthe cauſes of it. - F 
But before I can doe thu, I to two ſort ſons that oppoſe the afoxgſaid trath ; 
or Pandfer 4 fo ab) <opber" ks x x om no C 19, before > ory and 


o make. Baptiſme the forme of the Church. 
/ As for Ga oo wo _ Regain by perſonall ſucceſſion, they have received a ſufficient an- 
ſwer, in proving of that Baptidme adamniſtred by Anticbriſt to be none of Gods ordinance;onely 
a wordor two to ſuch as hold a ſucceffion in the glefeRion of Antichriſt , as they call it, if they 
meaue by deſeion, the outward forme of war{hip, and government Ecclehiaſticall, as Ithinke 
they doe,then all che power and autlavritiothat ever hath carried owt any adminiſtration,or coti- 
ſlituted ordinance, hath taken its hering thence, and depends upon the fame; and if fo, then the 
er and ordainer, and the ordinance ſo ordained, muſt be bothof one and the ſame ſtamp, as [ 
ave already proved,if the one be Antichriſts,the orher muſt be alſo Antichriſtian;and to dreame 
of ang approved Chusch by theword of God, in, or under this defeQtion, and yet a part of the 
ſame, is to look for a matt in the Moone, and to ſuppoſe a Churth: to conhift in ſuch miatter thar 
isd ive ta the forthe; and therein to hold a ſucceſſion of truth, is againſt the very light of na- 
ture, and to keep the Pope upon the throne of Chriſt, whether he will or nozbut to lay thechaine 
of ſucceſſion of truth this way, namely, through the Popedome of Rome, as all ſuch mult doe that 
hold a perſonall ſucceſſion, or a Church,and ordinances to conlift inthe ſame,from the Apoliles 
untill new ; what will ſuch doe, and where will their ſacceſſion of truth lie > when the ſamecomes 
to the woman Pope, ef whomthe Papiſts themſelves are aſhamed ; for when we ſpeake of 
nall ſucceſſion of truth, as in reference to Church, and Church ordinances, I looke upon this ih 
the power andauthoritie that beares the ſame : and to hold a Church to be true,and the ordinan- 
ces Sos adminiftred the true ordinances of God, and to leavethis, and ſet up a way of worſbip 
apartdrom it, and deny communion with it, is in my darke underſtanding, a meere ſchiſme, and 
the overthrow of all order in Religion ; ſo far as I have learned Chriit, men are to ftand in their 
place, anduſe all means to reforme and reclaime or diſclaime by the word of truth;and all being 
done, and of neceſſitie I muſt by the word of God, leave off communion with them,I think by the 
ſame rule, I muſt diſclaime them, and ſo ſeparate away from them, if they doe not repent,and noe 
to leave a true Church, and true ordinances, and goe apart and ere& another Church, ordinances 
and worſhip of our ſelves apart from it, in oppotition to it, this in my judgement is as farre from 
any Rulc in the Goſpel of Chriſt, as for a man to baptize himſelfe , neither of which docl ap- 
prove of, Yeta word, by the way, becauſe of ſuch anerror that ſome make,and how far off from 
any rule or example,for a man to baprize himſelfe,or to baptize others,and himſelfe unbaptized, 
& ſothinking hereby to ſhutup the ordinance of God in ſuch a ſtrait, that none can come by ir, 
but through the authoritie of the Popedome of Romie. But for the opening ofthis cloud that ſeems 
ſo to darken the skie , let the Reader conſider who baptized John the Baptiſt, before he bapti 
others, and if noman did, then whether he did not baptize others, he himſelfe being onbadtized, 
& it he was baptized,whether it were not by an unbaprized perſon ; and all Scripture being writ- 
tenfor our learning, and this being one,we are tatghtby this what to doe upon the like occafion. 
And for the continuation of the Church fromChrifts words, The gates of helt ſhall not prevaile as 
24inft ,c>c.] conteſle the fame with this diſtintion; which church is to be conſidered either with 
reſpeQ to her inſtituted ſtate, as ic lies in the Scripture, in the Rules of the foundation, or in her 
conltitution, or conſtituted forme in her viſible order, Againſt the firſt hell gates ſhajl never pre- 
vaile, thefoundation ſtands ſure ; butagainſt the laſt it hath often prevailed,tor the Church in her - 
outward viſible order, bath been often icattered through. perſecurion, and the like,in which ſenſe 
ſheis aid to be prevailed againit, as Dan. 7. Rev.1a, 4,8.1, Otherwiſe,where was theic Church 
before itcame fromunder the deſeicn. . or "IA 
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Againe, that which once was in fuch a way of being, and ceafeth for a time, and” then comes to 
the ſame eſtate againe, is, and may gruely be ſaid, to have ever a continuance, as Afar, 22, 31, 32. 
with Luk, go. 38. In which ſenſe the Church may truely be ſaid ever to continue ; for though the 
be caſt dowiieat one time, yet God will raiſe her up at another, ſo that ſhee ſhall never be ſo pre- 


vailed again(t, as to be utterly deſtroyed, And this way, I _C Chriſt may haye & injoy ever 
as pad wife as any can be preſerved for him under the ion of Antichriſt. ſome 
have ſo wide mouths open againſt ſuch as ever wiſhed them well ; but I leave them toGod , to 
whom they ſhall give accountof all their har words againſt the Lord,$ thoſe that fear his names 
& outof conſcience obey him in that way, as ſome pleaſe to call error,in a reproachfull manner. 
But-men do in theſe dayes ſomewhat like to the tyrants in the ten ions, whole craeltic was 
ſuch, that they expoſed the Chriſtians to be devoured of wild beaſts, and God ſo overpowred the 
creatures crueltie, that at length they ceaſed to hurt them : and when thoſe bloudy tyrants ſaw 
that, they put Beares-okins upon them, thereby to inſence and toſtir up the natureVfthoſe beaſts 
to fall upon them: thus I have heard reported, But whether this be trye or not, ſure I am,th& ſuch 
men.can be little better minded, that labour ſe to cover the godly with ſuch filth, as they vomit 
out of their own-ſelfe-ficke ſtomackes ; but I defire the Lord to paſſe by all; and to givemen more 
love and patienceto beare one with another, 

And to conclude, I feare men put more in baptiſme then is of right due unto it, that ſo preferre 
it above the Church, and all other ordinances beſides, for they can afſume or ere a Church,take 
in and caſt out members, ele& and ordain Officers,and adminiſter the Supper,and all anew,with- 
out any looking after ſuccefſion , any further then the Scriptures z but as for Baptiſine, they muſt 
have that ſucceſſively from the Apoſtles, though it comes through the hands of Pope Foare, What 
is the cauſe of this, that men can doe all from the Word,but onely baptiſme ? and that muſt come 
by man, yea, and that by the man of finne. But we areto know this, that truth depends not upon 
Churches, nor any mortall creature, but onely upon the immortall God, who by his Wor! and 
Spirit reveales the ſame,when,and to whom he pleaſes. And for ſucceſſion of truth, -itcomes now 
by the promiſe of God, & faith of his people, whom he as aforeſaid, hat! taken out of the world 
unto himſelfe, in the fellowſhip of the Goſpel : to whom the ordinances of Chriſt ſtand onelyb 
ſucceſſion of faith, and not of perſons;for the ſame power and authoritie the Apoſtles had in their 
time for dire&ion in godlinefſe, the Scriptures have now in the hand of Chriſt,as the head ofhis 
Church, which makeup but one body, x Cor. 12. 12.27. Eph, x. 22,23, Eph. 4.15, 16. So that 
what the Church and the Apoſtles together might doe then,the ſame may the head and body, to- 
gether. with the Scriptures doe now,the Scriptures having the ſame authoritie in the Church now 
as the Apoſtles had then,the ſame Spirit being prefent now to reveale them,as then to write them, 
x. Cor, 5.4, 5.2 7im.3,1516. | 

The Scriptures remaining in the place of the Apoſtles for us to have recourſe unto,and ſerve as 
the mouth of Chriſt to all beleevers, as the Apoſtles did before they were written, Mat, 28. 20; 
2 Pet, 1.19, 20, 21, Rom.1o, 6,7, 8. Andasthe people of old conferred with the Prophets and 
Apoſtles about their great affaires,ſo have the Lords people now Moſes and the Prophets,Chrift 
and his Apoſtles in their writings, as L#k,16, 29,30, 31. Which are tous with the Spiric of life 
in them as effetuall, as their perſonall preſence, if not more, as oh. 6. 62, 63, 2 Pet. x. 18, 19; 
Rev.13.3.5.11. And thusall ſucceflion from thebeginning came to Chriſt, and from Chriſt to 
the Apoſtles, and from them to the Scriptures, which are the head-ſpring of all co us3-fo that, all 

ſucceſſion now is onely ſpirituall, according to faith, and follows not the perſonall ſucceſſion of 
any, but onely the word, that gives being to all order and ordinances that is of God, 

end ſo I come to ſmch as will have no Church before Baptiſme,and omake Baptiſme the forme of the 
(hurch, 1 ſhall be briefe ia this,bicauſe the truth of this will appear in the cauſes conſtituting the Church, 


This | thinke.we all agree in, that matter and forme conſtitutes a Church, the matter is a com- 
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7 now endrdery body andthe pho commancof race the ls ber Gf 
fellowſhi , and that is the covenant of grace - 
rehepter's; op God viſibly becomes the God of ſuch perſans,and they above all 


his people,by w hispeople 
jertag: Feng is the forme of aChurch,and not Baptifme, [provethus;thatby which God and 
a people become each others apart from all other people, thar is the forme ofthem , but the cove- ff 
nant is that by wbich God owns a people for his,and they him for their God,therefore the cove- | | 
nant is the forme, Fer. 31. 33. Heb, 8. 10. AF, 2.qr. Orv, 179.11, Lok. 1.72. AR. 3.25. + 
Secondly, That which at the firſt was.the forme ofa thing, ever remaines the forme ofthe ſame 
thing TL alteration, but the covenant was the forme of the Church at the firſt, before ever a- 
ny ordinance was annexed, therefore the ſame Rl, the Church remaining the ſame without alte- 
ration inthe nature of it, | o. 
Thirdly, That which both gives a becing to a thing, and ever keeps the ſame, that muſt bethe { 
forme of the ſame thing, but the covenant both gave a beinggo the Church, &ever keepsthe ſame, | 
thevefore the covenant is the forme. | -A 
Fourthly,That which makes a member to be a member or no member of a Church,that makes | 
a Church to be a Charch,or no church, and ſo that is the forme of it, for there is the ſame reaſon 
for the whole, that is for every part, but the covenant is that which' makes a member, and fo the 
reſt, as Eſa. 56, 4, 6. therefore the covenant is the forme. | 
Fifthly,That w** perſons may have,and yet be no churcþ,that cannot be the forme of a church, 
but perſons may have baptiſme, & yet no church, ergo, not the forme ; the church being the grea- 
teſt ordinance of God, andthe very center of all ordinances, as P/al.$7.7.with x Tim.z.15. Can- 
not be formed by any particular ordinance,no nor by any lefſe then that which comprehends all 
the eſſentiall parts and properties of a church, which is Gods gracious covenant, that gives being 
to all true churches both firſt and laſt. | | eh 
But ſome will ſay, that the Word ſpeakes of no church Foes Baptiſme, | 
For anfiwer to this,7 muſt diſtinguiſh in Baptiſe between the truth in the doArine of Bap» | 
tiſme,and the outward adminiſtration of the ſame. In the firſt ſenſe _— is one branch ofthe 
covenant, as a truth to be revealed, and by faith to be teceived, as an effentiall truth, together with 
other truths, for the conſtituting of the church, and no church according to the order of Chriſts | 
new Teſtament, either without it, or before ie. ; 
But for the laſt, namely, the outward adminiſtration of Baptiſme, that ever follows the Saints | 
Joyning in fellowſhip, by mutuall faith & agreement in the doQtrine, wherein confiſts the ſtating 
of the Church in her conjoyning in covenant, which ever goes before the adminiſtration of Bap- 
tiſme, and gives power and authoritie for the ſame, 'So that in the firſt ſenſe, the Church is not be» 
fore Baptiſme ; butin the laſt ſenſe, the church is before Baptiſme, This diſtin&ion being obſer« 
ved, I anſwer ina word thus ; we are not to deny achurch to be a church untill the Word ſo calls 
it; forthe church inthe old teſtament, and moſt of the churches in the new Teſtament, were chur- 
ches ſometime before they were fo called. And why may not the ſame be ſo here, bea church be- | 
fore Baptiſme be adminiltred, Againe, a church is onely ſo a.church before Baptiſine, as that the 
end of her union, is for communion, and ſo an immediate proceeding to the prattiſe of the ſame 
truth ſhec agreed upan by a free and mutuall conſent in her conjunRion. That which ftatesa per- 
ſon or perſons in covenant, inſtates them in church-fellowſhip : bur faith and not praiſe inflates 
a peoplein covenant, for a people muſt firſt agree upon truth in judgement, before they pratiſe 
the ſame, therefore faith and not praftiſe,inſtates a people in church-fellowthip; and ſoa church 
In covenant and fellowſhip before baptiſme be adminiftred. A people are a church by covenant, 
unto which ordinances are annexed, to confirme and eſtabliſh i v— nts Gen:17,11.Exch 16,8, 
9. AA. 3:47. as Eph. 4. 5. Sothat here was a church before ordinar 


ces, Or that ever Baptiſa 
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riſt 
theix head, and ſa conſequently into an ordegy body among themſclyes ; wherein the Saints are omar; ol} che 


Now for the conſtituting cauſes by which God ordinarily uſeth to efieR this worke 5 aretheſc't 


rethe fiznefle of the mans forthe forms. 4 
ons , tipon the pradtiſe of the ſame 


"Thirdly, the free and murua} conſerit and agreement of the particular pet 


x7 Compare with this Luk, 3. 4, 5; 6. where he is ſaid to prepare the a has Lo 
dy 


ftraight. And now the manner how this iste bedone, is to fill up every valley, and to bring downevery mountain 
444] Brom And 


ofthe dangers, ſtraits, and difficulties, that attends the Golpet of yooner in ms. true ; 
ollow Chrilt, and prepare 


&raghtghar is,thetrooked NIE nature, wayes andevill difpofirions of men,theſethall be changed and 
nd fo for the making of the rough ſmooth,that is,the hard andrough ent fpi- 
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Church, whi 


ning e 


is the holy Ghoſts conjoyning an 
inco gs /orr we <A a ; | 
pture the unitie of the Spirit, Epb.4.3.and the gracious coyenant,by which God becomes their God 
infuch aviſible relation, Gen 17.25 Dent.3g.12y1 3rwith Dent.26. 17 h.vs 
19 cal og joyning to the Lord as Ier.5o.5 They ſhall ttkethe why: to Sion with | bir or 
ing, Come and let ws joyne our ſelves uno the Lordin aperpetunit :ovenent rhat ſhall nbt bu forgotten. Anil the 
ſonne of the ſtranger that joyns bimſelſe to the Lord,to ferye bim,end to love bk name rd 1a de bis ſe &c. 
Iſa.$6.6:4nd bg that & joyned to the Lord is one Spirit, x Cor. 6,17. And of the reft darf® va man joyne BY 
toth 
And 


conſiſts Pand ſo the agreement made,& the covenant palled berween -_ now the ſcale is ſer togwhich is the ones 
ward ordinance of Baptiſme,to confirme the ſame3zwhich being done, the is thento encer upon her holy communion 
in all the reft of Gods holy ordinances therennco — _ comfort and well-being,” © - © 

ith this 


And thus [ have by Gods gracious aſſiſtance done w jeR charged upon me, nn, by ſach as feare the 


Reades be c:f-nded with me, though 1 = aword or two more. 
Itmay be ſome will arke me, if 1 con all (Cbercher, but onely fuch ai I bave here deſtribed. J.1r of 
Fo which 1 anſwer, thatg] condetmne no Church,which God approves of inhis word : ſecotdly, Feoridemne ng 
Church at all ; for 1goe not about to (hew who are falſe bur what is crue;and it is enough for me jffuchi aChurch 
2s bath been ſpoken of be granted to be true, and ler all others aloneto ſtand and fall ro theirown Maſter ; and ini 
ard of thoſe reproachfull clamours,caft upen all without exceptien,that ſeem tu be of my judgement about Bap: 
tiſme, I thall yer make bold with my Reader, briefly ro declare a word of my faith, what I beleeye 2nd hold tobe + 
truch, anddefire topraftiſe the ſame, and ſo lcave all ro God, & for the godly Reader ro Jodge, what difference thete + 
3s between him boo ay inthe maine; that men ſhould be {o incenſed againſt me, as ts my life, as ſome have 
done, the Lord in mercy forgive ther, and _—_ their charge. And now for my faith,” ; *b: of 
Firſt, doe belceve, that there is oncly one God is diſtinguiſhed in three perſons, God the Father, God the ' 
Soune,and God the holy Ghoſt; yet but one in nature,or eflence,withour divifion,and uncommunicable,who made 
ahe world,and all things thercingby the word of his power and governes them all by his wiſe providence; b 4 
Srcondly, I belceve that God made man in his own Image, an vpright and a creaure, conſiſting of ſoule 
and body: which body God framed of the earth, and breathed a ſoul into the ame, Towhom God gave #law,up.. 
onhisk of which depended all his happinefle; and upon the RC — his miſery, which ſoon tbok * 
ctic&z for he breaking that Law, he fell under the curſe, and the wrath of by upon him & all bris poſterity. By 
which fall Man loſt the knowledge of God, & utterly diſabled himſelf of all ability ever to recover theſame againe. 
Thirdly, I beleeve God our of the counſell of bis own will, did before he made the world, cle and ce ſome 
certain number of his foreſeen fallen creatures,and appointed themto eternall life in his Sonne,for the glory of his 
grace 2 which number ſo eleRed hall unavoydably be ſaved, and come co glevy, and the reſt left to themſe ves, in ++ 
their fame, ro glorifie his juſtice. ; Ps 
Fourthly, I beleeve that God in the fulneſlcof his owne time, did ſend his Sonne, the ſecond perſon,who'in the 
wormbe of the Virgin Mary,aflumea mans nature,and in the ſame he ſuffered death upon the Crolle,onely 23 he was 
man,to ſatisfic his Fathers juſtice,for the ſinnes of all bis ele, and rhem onely,and that he lay three dayes & three * 
—_— whence he aroſe the third day by the pre GR for the juſtification of all for _ 
world 


dyed;-and thar in the ſame-body Chriſt dyed, be aroſe from the dead, and afterwards aſcended into ' 
"widen yas before, there to remaine warill he comes at the alt day to judge the 
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neon ogl of the Farher through the Sonne; ani 


jngbee obedience both ro-God and man, and many times'draws thenvto that which is | 


| arte poor, ner thy re pe 
cation, and the-holy - 1 it of grace dwelling in them ; yer all ſuch have-ftill as long as theylive here in the flethn 
maining in them;an 0 rngert_ v0 rd Bonteoeey 34 che fleththat wartes agai the Spirir, which hinders theny 


- y to theit 
rentions yer all of them ſhall rhruugh Chriſt overcome, and ſafely'be'broughe to glory arlaft. 

-  Sixthly, I belceve the holy Scriptures tobe the word of God, and have the onely authoritie-ro binde the conſci» 
Ence to. the obedience of all therein contained, and argghe aliſufficient Rule by the Spirit of God, to guide a man 
in all his obedience both tro God and man. | TE PTY 
- Seventhly, As for the abſence of originall Gn,and power in thewill ro receiveand refuſe graceand: ſalyation being 

| offered. by the iſts dyingf6r all perſons uniyerfally,to take away finne; that Rood between 
them and ſalyation; anddo laid downe hs life a ranſome for all without exception; and for ſuch as have been'gnce 
in Gods love poems.” yy) of by hirs in Chriſt for ſalyation,andin the coyenane of gracezand' for ſuch tofall-ſo az 
to be damned e y,and all of the like nature, I doe beleeve is a doctrine" from beneath,and noygfromabove,and 
the teachers of it from Saran,and not from God, and to be _—_— as ſuch that oppoſe Chriſt aud his Golpel, 
. Eightly, I doe beleeve chereſurreQtign of the dead, that all ſhall riſe and come to judgement, and every one give 
account of him(clfe to receive according to the _ donein their bodyes, whathdpthey be good or bad ; 
therefore ho canſcience x0 be forced im the matters of Religion, becauſe no man can beare vut another in his 
account'to God, if in caſe he ſhould cauſe him to ſinne, - 

Ninthly,l do beleeve the Kingis fer _ his throne by God,who hath given him power and authority to reigne 
andrule for God over all his ſubze&s,as ſupreame head over all perſons in his Dominions ; in whomis reſident all 
power to puniſh any that ſhall -oftend 5 and lin his royall perſon,crowne,or dignity,and that all his SubjeRsars 

N 


to obey him'out of conſcience to God, and ajl in lawfull authoricie under him z and wherein they rule wEl, I am 
bound in conſcience aftuallyto obey and them to the utmoſt of my abiliaic both in my perſon and ſtate ; and 
wherein they goe amiflegthar 1 carinot with a goud confcience,aftually obey them,as aforeſaid,l ſhall paſſively ſub- 
mit my body to ſuffer their pleaſure(according tothe Word of God ) in what they ſhall infli& upon me without refi- 
Rance x this is my faith, and the faithof all that I'defire to have fellowſhipwith. 

. And laſtly, I do-belexve that there is.an holy and bleſſed communion of Saints, that God of his grace calls fuck 
as belong to life by eleRiongunto the fellowſhip of his Sonne by the Goſpelzof which-matter, God by his Ward and 
Spirit joyns them togetherin his covenant of grace,and ſvconſtirutes his Church,as L-haye before ſhewed = And as 
God thus buile for himſelfe an holy habitation of ſuch pure marter, and alſo aftetgho holy a manner, even ſo 
hath he provided-a-way of preſeryation and Cafetic forthe ſamezas 1/a.26. 1.}e bave a ftrong wy ane will 
God appoint for walls and bulworks:which Ciric is ſaid ro heve a wall both great and bigh, and built upon twelye 
foundations;great that none ſhall break through,& high,that none ſhall oyertop:or get over,and ſtrong in the foun. 
dation,thar nothing ſhall (1ke je;and God hath (aid, that he will be a wallaf fire count about,and the glory in the 
midſt of ir,and that be will keepe/ic,and watch over it by night and by day,. that nothing, ſhall hurt it 5 and az God 
hath built hirpſelfe ahouſe after bis own minde, and is a guard to the ſame. ; -tven-ſo rhe alſo. is ſaid co beamifie the 
ſame with ſalyation,1nd to make the place of hisfeer glor: d that hewill lay all ker ſtones with faire' 
and her foundations with Saphirex, and her windows of Fn... z and her gun of-Carbuncles, and all her borders of 
pleaſant flones, and all herchildren taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be-the peace of her children. Which Citie 
and the ſtreers thereof are ſaid to be of pure gold like unto cleare glaſſe, whoſe lig ht is like ro a fone moſt precious, 
even a a Jaſper ſtone, cleare as Cryſt all. Of which Chriſt ſaith, Thos art. all faire my love, end there i no ſpot in 
thee.;.qnd that the Kings daugbter'is all gloriow wit hin,and ber clotbing is of wrought gold. | _ 

And as Chriſt doth thus fignihic unto us the nature of his Church, both in reſpeRof hermatrerghtr formegher grace 
and comely order in him her-head ; even ſo he holds forth his love to her, and delight in her , by theſe and the like 


ſweer expreflions of comfort and ſolace.T be Lord bath cboſen Ziongbe bath defired it for bis babitation, ſaying tbis 


15 ty reft and bere will l dwell for ever. And'fo ſaith the Apoltle, In Cbrift all the building firly framed together, 
groweth unto an holy teaiple tntbeLord, in whomyou'ere ag cagerder for a babitation of God througbthe 
$pirir : and therefore God is (aid ts lows rhe gates of Ziop More alhrthe davellings of Faecob : and gloriom 
things are ſpoken of thee,0 thou (/itie of God, Which Citie is ſaid to be Feruſalem which it above, bo is the mo» 
ther of us all; And ſo the mountait- of the Lords-houſe is ſaid rg be eſtabliſhed in the rop of the mountains, and 


-* to beexaltcd above the hils. Far whoſe ſake" ſaith the Lord, I will not bold my peace, nor ref? , untill T cauſe the 


righteonſncſſe thereof to' break forth' as brig btneſſe,azd the ſalvation thereof as « lamp that burneth And ſocalled 
by Chriſt,an holy peoplegthe redeemed of the Lore; a City ſought out,and nor forſaken. The name of which Citie 


2 from thar day hall be; T'he Lord'is there, And ſurther called his vine, his planc, his rempleyhis flacke, his pleaſanc 


placeof Reſt. ConfidergSome were perſwaded with the things that were ſpoken,but ſome beleewed 
AKRATA Faults dlcaped, Page $. line 5. Reade as for isgp.1 2-1.4.r. therefore rhough the þ 


S " 
i 4 Ls 


Portion, his firſt borne, his bride, bisQueene, his Spouſe; his wife, his body, his-love, bis qunly jon anil | 
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